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TO 

The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee; 
the  Administrative  ( Health )  Committee  ;  and  the 
Tuberculosis  and  Sanatorium  Committee  of  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council . 

Mr.  Chairmen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  “  Digest  ”  of  the  28 
Annual  Reports  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  29 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  which  refers  to  the  year  1920,  and  includes 
a  summary  of  the  Public  Health  work,  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council. 

2.  In  February  last,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a 
Memorandum  indicating  not  only'  the  various  public  health 
questions  which  district  Officers  ought  to  deal  with,  but  also 
those  upon  which  the  Ministry  invite  the  County  Council  to 
give  information. 

3.  Most  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have 
framed  their  Annual  Reports  for  1920,  on  the  lines  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

4.  The  County  Public  Health  questions,  about  which  the 
Ministry  now  ask  for  information,  have  all  been  discussed  in 
my  previous  Annual  Reports — so  that  on  this  occasion  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  bring  that  information  up  to  date,  referring 
as  circumstances  require,  to  my  former  reports.  When  revising 
the  manuscript  of  this  report,  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  delete  a  great  many  paragraphs  and  statistical  Tables,  I  had 
prepared,  because  the  cost  of  printing  was  so  high. 
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County  Public  Health  Staff. 

5.  The  re-organised  County  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff, 
and  the  duties  of  your  11  Medical  Officers  and  20  Health  Visitors, 
(all  of  whom  are  whole-time  officials)  are  described  on  pages  1 
to  3  of  the  Annual  School  Report  for  1920,  so  I  need  not  repeat 
what  is  there  stated. 

District  Public  Health  Staff. 

6.  There  are  still  23  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  29 
Sanitary  Inspectors  employed  by  the  28  (12  urban  and  16  rural) 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  Worcestershire.  The  following  statement 
shows  the  changes  that  were  made  in  that  Staff  since  I  presented 
my  1919  Report,  viz : — 

Droitwich  Borough. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Dawson  succeeded  Dr.  Malcolm  Campbell 
(resigned). 

F eckenham  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Charles  Vawser  succeeded  Mr.  E.  Binding  (resigned) 
as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tewkesbury  Rural  District. 

Mr.  S.  Beck  succeeded.  Mr.  C.  H.  G.  Shorland  (resigned) 
as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Winchcombe  Rural  District 

Mr.  H.  W.  Brown  succeeded  Mr.  C.  Gardner  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Tenure  of  Office  of  Sanitary  Officers. 

Public  Health  ( Officers )  Act,  1921. 

7.  By  this  Act,  (which  comes  into  operation  on  April  1st, 
1922,)  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who 
by  the  terms  of  their  appointments  are  restricted  from  engaging 
in  private  practice,  “  shall  not  be  appointed  for  a  limited  period 
“  only,  and  shall  be  removable  by  the  Authority  (appointing 
“  them,)  with  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  not  otherwise 
This  Act  applies  to  wholetime  Medical  Officers  and  Inspectors, 
whether  or  not  they  are  appointed  before  or  after  its  commence¬ 
ment,  and  gives  them  increased  security  of  tenure  of  office. 
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County  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Years  1890—1920. 


8.  The  County  Public  Health  Department  was  established 
in  1889,  and  the  first  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  was 
presented  to  the  Council  on  June  1st,  1889. 


9.  In  this  report  your  Committee  pointed  out  that  the  death 
rates  from  “  Fever  ”  and  Infant  Mortality  in  Worcestershire 
were  notably  high,  and  called  imperatively  for  the  exercise  by 
the  Council  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  it ;  also  that  the  effect  of 
increased  attention  to  matters  of  sanitation  would  doubtless 
appear  in  the  reduction  of  the  high  death  rate. 


1mcei*kmf0ll0Wing  Sh°WS  th®  develoPment  of  Public  health  work  in  the  County  from 
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*  Under  the  Housing  Act  1909,  the  name  was  changed  to  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee . 


11.  Since  1890,  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Administrative  County  have  been  compiled,  and  they 
are  now  submitted,  arranged  in  quinquennial  form  in  Table  I. 

TABLE  I. 

Average  Quinquennial  death-  rates  of  the  administrative  County  for 
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Includes  Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age. 
Not  available. 
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Birth-rate. 

12.  Table  I.  shows  that  the  County  Birth-rate  fell  steadily 
for  each  quinquennial  period  during  the  years  1890 — 1919,  and 
that  the  rate  rose  during  1920. 

13.  Not  only  was  there  a  substantial  rise  in  the  County  Birth¬ 
rate  last  year,  but  also  in  the  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.  It  is  however,  anticipated  that  these  increased 
Birth-rates  are  not  likely  to  be  continuous. 

Death-rate. 

14.  The  general  Death-rate  (Table  I.)  has  also  steadily 
fallen  for  each  quinquennial  period  of  1890  to  1914,  and  the 
1920  death-rate  was  the  lowest  on  record.  The  trend  of  general 
death-rates  has  been  steadily  downward,  but  the  epidemic  of 
Influenza  caused  a  rise  in  that  for  the  quinquennial  period  1915 — 
1919.  Prior  to  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  decline  chiefly 
affected  the  lower  ages,  but  of  late  there  has  been  an  improvement 
in  the  middle  years  of  life,  which  are  of  the  most  value. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

15.  Table  I.  shows  a  remarkable  fall  in  the  County  Infant 
Mortality  during  the  years  1890  to  1920  inclusive. 

16.  This  satisfactory  state  of  things  speaks  well  for  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Administrative  County  since  1897 
to  reduce  the  excessive  Infantile  Mortalities  which  obtained 
when  the  Council  appointed  the  first  Sanitary  Committee. 

17.  Commenting  upon  the  general  fall  in  Infantile  Mortalities 
for  England,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Sir  George  Newman)  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1920,  says 

“  There  is  however,  still  room  for  further  reduction  before 
“  a  reasonable  standard  has  been  reached,  and  particularly 
“  as  regards  the  exceptionally  high  mortality  under  four  weeks 
“  and  the  mortality  among  the  illegitimately  born,  for  whom 
“  the  death-rate  per  1,000  born  was  approximately  155  instead 
“  of  80.” 

18.  The  active  measures  the  County  Council  began  at  the 
outset  of  its  career  and  which  they  are  still  pursuing  with  increased 
energy,  to  reduce  the  Infantile  Mortalities  in  Worcestershire 
are  summarized  on  pages  32-38  of  this  report. 


Typhoid  Fever. 


19.  Typhoid  Fever  is  generally  known  as  a  “  filth  disease,” 
and  its  incidence  is  largely  dependent  upon  Sanitation. 

20.  Therefore  the  gradual  fall  of  the  typhoid  fever  death- 
rate  since  the  appointment  of  your  Sanitary  Committee  is  most 
satisfactory.  Not  only  has  this  mortality  decreased,  but  the 
numbers  of  cases  notified  have  also  decreased,  as  the  following 
statement  shows  : — 

Average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  during 


1892  (a) 

-  1894  was 

168 

1895 

-  1899 

259 

1900 

-  1904 

164 

1905 

-  1909 

104 

1910 

-  1914 

44 

1915 

1919 

20 

1920 

t ) 

36 

(a)  The  first  year  notifications  available. 

21.  It  will  at  once  be  noticed  that  more  cases  were  notified 
in  1920  than  the  average  in  the  quinquennium  1915 — 19. 

22.  On  reference  to  Table  IV.  you  will  see  that  26  of  the  36 
cases  in  1920  occurred  in  Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District,  where 
there  was  an  outbreak  (26  cases,  2  deaths)  at  Powick  Mental 
Hospital.  This  outbreak  was  investigated  by  a  Medical  Officer 
of  the  “  Board  of  Control  ”  and  the  district  M.O.H.  for  Upton, 
and  attributed  to  a  contaminated  water  supply  at  the  Asylum 

23.  Excluding  these  26,  it  appears  that  only  10  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  were  notified  last  year,  as  compared  with  an  annual 
average  of  20  in  the  quinquennium  1915 — 1919. 

24.  No  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  Oldbury  last  year. 

25.  The  gradual  eradication  of  typhoid  fever  which  has  taken 
place  in  Oldbur}^  during  recent  years,  is  particularly  noteworthy, 
and  is  unquestionably  due  to  the  systematic  abolition  of  privy 
middens. 


Tuberculosis. 

26.  The  Tuberculosis  death-rates  given  in  Table  I.  show  a 
marked  reduction  during  the  first  three  quinquennial  periods. 
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Since  1900  the  rates  have  been  practically  stationary,  with  the 
exception  of  the  rise  to  930  during  1915  -19. 

27.  This  increase  may  be  ascribed  to  War  conditions,  shortage 
of  food,  and  more  emplo3unent  of  women  in  factories. 

28.  The  Influenza  epidemic  of  1918  and  1919  also  came  into 
this  period.  In  corroboration  of  War  effects,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  deaths  from  tubercle  in  Asylums  during  1917  and 
1918  were  two  or  three  times  as  numerous,  as  in  the  10  years 
preceding  the  War. 

29.  The  County  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer's  Report  for  1920 
(see  appendix)  gives  a  good  deal  of  information  about  the  local 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 


Diphtheria. 

30.  Diphtheria  is  a  perplexing  disease,  and  there  has  been 
no  material  fall  in  the  death-rates  recorded  in  Table  I.  although, 
owing  to  the  improved  methods  of  treatment,  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  case  mortality. 

31.  On  the  other  hand,  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  have 
not  decreased  since  1900,  excepting  last  year. 

32.  The  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
quinquennium  : — 


1890 

-  1894 

was 

224 

1895 

1899 

)  > 

298 

1900 

1904 

y  > 

333 

1 905 

1909 

y  > 

423 

1910 

1914 

)  y 

341 

1915 

1919 

y  y 

333 

the  year 

1 920 

y  y 

251 

33.  It  is  believed  that  the  larger  number  of  notifications 
received  since  1900,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  mild  cases  (known 
as  “  contacts  ”)  are  more  often  reported  than  they  were,  in 
consequence  of  the  more  general  use  of  bacteriological  tests. 


Scarlatina. 

34.  There  has  been  a  gradual  fall  in  the  mortality  from 
Scarlatina  (Table  I.) 
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Diarrhoea. 

35.  The  Statistics  given  in  Table  I.  are  not  very  reliable 
because  prior  to  1910,  deaths  from  “  diarrhoea  ”  and  “  Enteritis  ” 
were  registered  under  different  classifications  ;  whereas  since  then, 
these  two  diseases  have  been  placed  under  one  heading. 

36.  It  may  be  stated  however,  that  without  doubt  diarrhoea 
has  been  less  fatal  than  formerly. 


37.  Thus  far  my  remarks  have  been  confined  to  the  County 
Vital  Statistics  for  the  years  1890 — 1920,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  instructive  to  compare  certain  figures  for  the  County,  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  their  report  to  the  County 
Council  dated  1st  June,  1889,  with  the  corresponding  ones  for 
the  last  quinquennial  period  (1915-19). 


Typhoid  Fever  1877 — 1886  296  (Registration  County) 

(Annual  average  death-  1915 — 1919  9 1  (Administrative 

rates  per  million  living)  1920  3 1  County) 


Infantile  Mortality 
(Average  annual  death- 
rate  per  1000  births) 

1890 

1915 — 1919 
1920 

177  j 

83 

63) 

(Administrative 

County) 

General  death-rate 

1887 

17.3  (Registration  County) 

(Average  Annual  Rate 

1890 

18.0  , 

per  1000  living) 

1915—1919 

14.7  l 

Administrative 

1920 

11.8  \ 

County. 

38.  To  put  the  matter  in  simpler  form,  taking  the  deaths  of 
only  one  of  the  preventable  diseases  (typhoid  fever)  for  the 
shortest  period  for  which  there  are  records  (one  year),  approximately 
26  persons  were  alive  at  the  end  of  1920,  who  would  have  died 
during  that  year  alone,  if  the  typhoid  fever  rate  had  been  the 
same  in  1920,  as  the  average  for  1877  86  ;  furthermore  912 

children  were  alive  at  the  end  of  1920,  who  would  have  died 
during  that  year  if  the  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  had  been  the 
same  in  1920  as  it  was  in  1890. 
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39.  The  improvement  in  the  Statistics  of  the  County  under 
the  two  headings  (especially  referred  to  in  the  Sanitary  Committee's 
reports  of  June  1889)  must  be  very  gratifying  to  all  who  have 
been  associated  with  Public  Health  Administration  in  Wor¬ 
cestershire. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1920. 

40.  Table  II.  gives  the  ordinary  Vital  Statistics  of  each 
Sanitary  District  in  the  county  during  1920. 

41.  The  Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  and  Infant  Mortalities, 
etc.,  given  in  this  Table,  are  those  supplied  to  me  by  the  Registrar 
General.  I  sent  copies  of  these  Statistics  to  the  respective  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  before  they  issued  their  Annual  Reports, 
and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  there  are  discrepancies 
between  those  statistics  and  some  of  them  given  in  the  Annual 
Reports.  But  even  so  I  have  decided  to  submit  here,  those  sent 
to  me  by  the  Registiar-General  as  I  know  they  are  very  carefully 
checked  before  they  are  issued. 


TABLE  II. 


tOA 


Population. 


Urban  Districts. 


Area 

in 

Acres. 


1901-1911. 


1901.  Census 
1911. 


In-  De¬ 
crease.  crease 


Ave¬ 

rage 

for 

Birth 

and 

Death 

rates 

1920. 


Census 

1921. 


Deaths 

Net 

Infant 

Under 

Net 

4-> 

<D 

C/3 

43 

Death 

to 

<u 

Mortality, 

1  year. 

Birth 

t 

Rate 

P 

<D 

i.e., 

Deaths  of 

Rate 

C/) 

4h 

to 

dJ 

per 

1,000 

4-> 

U1 

Per 

-P 

P 

bo 

infants 

1,000 

to 

esti- 

to 

under 

esti- 

HH 

o 

a 

mated 

C/3 

rt 

1  year 

di 

mated 

popu- 

6 

% 

p 

'5b 

<D 

popu¬ 

lation. 

P 

o3 

<D 

s~\ 

per  1,000 
Births 

Is 

a 

lation. 

r—l 

oS 

-p 

o 

HH 

(a) 

to 

<+H 

o 

registered. 

f-H 

a3 

•p 

O 

p 

•  p-H 

tuo 

<D 

«— i 

H 

6 

H 

h-i 

to 

Bewdley  Borough  —  - 

2105 

2866 

2745 

•  •  • 

121 

2754 

2758 

28.7 

79 

2 

13.4 

37 

76 

Bromsgrove  -  -  - 

1068 

841S 

8926 

508 

•  •  • 

9397 

9449 

29.3 

275 

16 

10.5 

99 

51 

Bromsgrove  North  -  - 

10592 

5688 

7210 

1522 

•  •  • 

8001 

8341 

21.4 

171 

5 

11.0 

88 

58 

Droitwich  Borough  —  - 

1S56 

4201 

4146 

... 

55 

3987 

4588 

22.8 

91 

6 

15.0 

60 

44 

Evesham  Borough  - 

2265 

7101 

8340 

1239 

... 

8838 

8685 

23.9 

211 

7 

9.1 

80 

38 

Kidderminster  Borough  -  - 

2504 

24681 

27544 

2863 

■  •  • 

27622 

27122 

22.8 

631 

33 

12.7 

351 

81 

Lye  and  Wollescote  —  - 

784 

10976 

11684 

70S 

•  •  • 

12477 

12022 

28.4 

354 

7 

13.8 

172 

85 

Malvern  -  - 

4774 

16449 

16513 

64 

•  •  • 

14552 

17809 

19.2 

279 

21 

11.8 

172 

39 

Oldbury  -  —  - 

3527 

25191 

32232 

7041 

•  •  • 

37687 

36908 

28.0 

1055 

28 

11.7 

441 

83 

Redditch  -  — 

1023 

13493 

15463 

1970 

•  •  • 

16683 

16235 

20.7 

346 

10 

9.8 

163 

58 

Stourbridge  Borough  - 

1920 

16302 

17312 

1010 

•  •  • 

18013 

18023 

23.5 

423 

20 

12.2 

219 

80 

Stourport  - 

1340 

4529 

4432 

97 

4462 

4778 

22.4 

100 

4 

12.6 

56 

90 

Totals 

33758 

13989r 

156547 

16925 

273 

164473 

166718 

24.4 

4015 

159 

11.8 

1938 

71 

Rural  Districts. 

Bromsgrove  -  - 

47047 

| 

12086 

15007 

2921 

17082 

16804 

21.0 

359 

13 

10.3 

[ 

179; 

36 

Droitwich  — 

- 

- 

52896 

12895 

12975 

80 

... 

12410 

12835 

20.9 

259 

12 

12.8 

159 

50 

Evesham  — 

- 

- 

28088 

7584 

9095 

1511 

... 

9524 

9872 

23.3 

222 

11 

10.5 

100 

km 

41 

Fecke  n.ham  — 

- 

15203 

5532 

5456 

... 

76 

5261 

5442 

19.6 

103 

3 

14.1 

/A 

74 

68 

Halesowen  - 

- 

- 

5485 

22611 

25804 

3193 

... 

27229 

28212 

30.8 

840 

13 

11.5 

314 

61 

Kidderminster  - 

- 

- 

31641 

10111 

7282 

... 

2829 

7324 

7639 

22.0 

161 

4 

12.7 

93 

56 

Martley  - 

— 

- 

58844 

12944 

13063 

119 

•  •  • 

11601 

12479 

23.3 

270 

21 

12.7 

147 

59 

Newent  (part)  - 

- 

- 

5305 

1182 

1192 

10 

•  •  • 

1090 

1043 

26.6 

29 

2 

16.5 

18 

69 

Pershore  - 

— 

- 

53728 

12819 

13235 

416 

... 

(g) 12795 

13050 

24.0 

307 

17 

11.4 

141 

46 

Rock  - 

— 

— 

13314 

2150 

2193 

43 

... 

2100 

2224 

16.2 

34 

3 

14.3 

30 

59 

Shipston-on-Stour 

- 

18466 

4702 

4711 

9 

... 

4046 

4308 

21.5 

87 

6 

13.3 

54 

46 

Stow-on-the-Wold  (part) 

- 

2289 

292 

311 

-  *3VV* 

19 

... 

281 

295 

17.8 

5 

... 

14.2 

4 

200 

Tenbury  - 

- 

- 

23434 

4838 

4727 

... 

Ill 

4784 

4524 

17.8 

85 

1 

11.1 

53 

47 

Tewkesbury  (part) 

— 

- 

10019 

2304 

2317 

13 

... 

2237 

2143 

15.2 

34 

3 

10.3 

23 

88 

Upton-on-Severn 

— 

- 

50035 

14273 

(b)  14596 

323 

... 

11747 

13365 

21.6 

254 

11 

11.7 

138 

39 

Winchcombe  (part) 

- 

- 

1560 

116 

116 

... 

•  •  • 

101 

107 

9.9 

1 

Totals 

417354 

126439 

132080 

8657 

3016 

129612 

134402 

23.5 

3050 

120 

11.8 

1524 

52 

Causes  of  Death  during  during  Year  1920  (Civilians  only),  (c) 
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(a)  Arrived  at  by  excluding  ciearus  ui  uuu-iwm™w  - - - - x- -  -x  x  -  - 

Ibl  Including  population  of  Powick  Asylum. 

(c)  These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 

H  Includes  Se  death  from  Poliomyelitis,  six  deaths  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and  one  death  from  Anthrax. 
{f)}  These occurredin  ^the  Asylum,  and  are  not  credited  to  this  District  by  the  Registrar- General. 

^gl  Death-rate  population  12,382  (this  excludes  Military  population  of  Norton  Barracks.) 
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Population  of  the  County. 

42.  The  estimated  population  for  each  district  in  the  County 
for  1920,  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  is  now  applicable  to 
both  birth  and  death  rates,  because  the  allowance  for  non-civilians 
abroad,  formerly  made  when  calculating  the  birth-rates,  has 
been  discontinued  in  consequence  of  demobilization,  while  that 
for  non-civilians  at  home  is  restricted  to  those  areas  where  the 
non-civilian  population  forms  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the 
total. 

43.  The  Rural  District  Council  of  Pershore  falls  in  the  latter 
category,  having  at  the  Census  of  1911,  a  military  population 
of  331  in  Norton  Barracks  ;  therefore  the  Registrar  gives  a  popu¬ 
lation  for  the  Pershore  District  of  12795  for  calculating  the  birth¬ 
rate  and  a  population  of  12382  for  the  death-rate. 

Census  1921. 

44.  The  recent  Census  shows  that  the  population  of  the  County 
is  301,120,  viz.,  Urban  Districts  166,718,  and  Rural  Districts 
134,402.  The  detailed  figures  will  be  found  in  Table  II. 

Birth-rate. 


45.  The  County  birth-rates  for  many  years  are  given  in  Table 
I.,  and  those  for  the  districts  for  1920  in  Table  II.  Both  the 
County  birth-rate  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  showed  sub¬ 
stantial  rises  in  1920. 


Death-rate. 

46.  Similarly  the  County  death-rates  for  a  number  of  years 
are  given  in  Table  I.,  and  those  for  the  districts  during  1920 
in  Table  II.  None  of  the  latter  requires  comment. 

Infant  Mortality. 

47.  The  County  Infantile  Mortality  last  year  was  63  as  com¬ 
pared  with  80  for  England  and  Wales.  Both  these  are  the  lowest 
on  record. 

48.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year,  both  legiti¬ 
mate  and  illegitimate,  will  be  found  in  Table  II.  of  this  Report. 
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49.  Table  III.  compares  the  rates  of  infant  mortality  in  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  collectively,  and  the  Administrative 
County  Rates  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  years 
1911 — 1920  inclusive. 


TABLE  III. 


Districts. 

Average 
Rate  for 

10  Years 

Death-rates  of  Children 
1,000  registerec 

1911-1920 

1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 

Urban 

97 

71 

71 

88 

91 

87 

123 

Rural 

74 

52 

76 

64 

72 

69 

85 

Administrative 

County 

87 

63 

73 

77 

83 

78 

i06 

England  &  Wales 

100 

80 

89 

97 

97 

91 

no 

1914 

95 

71 


84 

105 


1913 

1912 

1911 

113 

98 

132 

75 

77 

95 

97 

89 

116 

109 

95 

130 

50.  This  Table  shows  a  decided  decrease  in  the  rates  of  infant 
mortality  for  some  years. 

51.  Four  hundred  and  five  (405)  “  legitimate  ”  children  died 
last  year  before  they  attained  one  year  of  age,  and  38  “  illegitimate” 
babies  of  the  same  age,  during  the  same  period.  The  infantile 
mortality  of  the  “  legitimate  ”  infants  was  59,  and  that  of  the 
“  illegitimates  ”  135.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  death-rate 
of  “  illegitimate  ”  babies  was  more  than  double  that  of  the 
legitimately  born. 

52.  This  question  is  further  referred  to  in  paragraph  17. 

53.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  immaturity,  prematurity, 
debility  and  wasting  respiratory  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  are 
the  chief  causes  of  infant  deaths,  and  that  in  the  first  three  months, 
the  infantile  mortality  is  very  excessive.  I  trust,  therefore, 
this  will  be  borne  in  mind  in  connection  with  what  I  shall  have 
to  say  later  on,  in  connection  with  the  desirability  of  doing  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  induce  expectant  mothers  to  attend  your  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  in  order  to  get  ante-natal  advice,  or  to  consult 
their  own  Doctors  with  a  similar  object.  For  I  am  convinced 
that  if  they  did  so,  more  generally  than  they  now  do,  many  of 
these  premature  births  would  be  averted. 

54.  Although  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  the  County 
was  so  low  last  year,  it  must  not  be  concluded  it  will  be 
quite  as  low  in  1921,  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  hot  summer  is 
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unfavourable  to  infant  life.  The  mortality  from  summer  diarrhoea 
is  almost  entirely  confined  to  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
Contaminated  milk,  prevalence  of  Hies,  and  cleanliness  of  the 
houses  (in  its  widest  sense)  are  perhaps  the  most  important 
factors  determining  its  occurrence. 

55.  The  temperature  of  the  soil  at  a  depth  of  4  ft.  has  an 
important  influence  upon  summer  diarrhoea  ;  and  in  this  con¬ 
nection  I  call  to  mind,  a  valuable  report  made  by  Dr.  Ballard 
(a  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  worked 
a  good  deal  in  the  Midland  Counties)  many  years  ago,  which 
proved  that  even  in  hot  dry  summers  there  was  no  marked  rise 
in  the  deaths  from  summer  diarrhoea,  until  the  temperature 
of  the  earth,  4  ft.  below  the  surface  reached  56°  F.  When  this 
occurs,  those  who  have  to  deal  with  infants  should  be  on  the 
alert  for  summer  diarrhoea.  Recent  weekly  records  of  the 
Registrar  General  confirm  Dr.  Ballard's  theory.  Enquiries  of 
the  61  health  visitors  you  employ,  show  that  51  of  them  were 
of  opinion  that  infantile  diarrhoea  was  not  more  prevalent  last 
June  and  July  than  was  ordinarily  the  case,  under  similar  con¬ 
ditions  of  weather.  On  the  other  hand,  3  health  visitors  came  to 
an  opposite  conclusion. 

56.  On  July  15th  last,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Circular 
with  regard  to  the  precautions  which  should  be  taken  during 
the  summer  months,  with  special  reference  to  the  prevention  of 
epidemic  diarrhoea.  The  causes  of  infantile  diarrhoea  are  well- 
known  to  the  County  Health  Visitors,  but  as  the  Circular  clearly 
sets  out  the  "  precautions  ”  which  should  be  taken,  I  sent  a 
copy  of  it  to  each  of  them  in  order  to  remind  them  of  the  advice 
they  should  give  to  all  nursing  mothers  in  their  districts. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

57.  My  “  Digest  ”  for  1918  gives  a  complete  list  of  these 
diseases,  as  well  as  some  remarks  upon  their  etiology  :  so  I  need 
not  repeat  what  I  then  said. 

58.  Table  IV.  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  notified,  and 
deaths  from  these  diseases  in  each  County  District  during  1920. 

59.  The  notifications  are  based  upon  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  and  the  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General. 


TABLE  IV. 
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District. 

Urban 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria 
.  and 

Membraneous  Croup. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Pulmonary 
Tubercul  osis. 

Non-Pulmon- 

ary 

Tuberculosis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro¬ 

spinal 

Meningitis 

Measles  and 
German 
Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Malaria. 

! 

Dysentery 

Acute  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

Encephalitis  F 
Lethargica.  1 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Hospital  Cases. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Hospital  Cases. 

18 

c n 

03 

u 

Deaths. 

Hospital  Cases. 

Cases. 

i 

Deaths  j 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

8 

I  u 

Deaths. 

i 

i 

m 

03 

U 

Deaths. 

1 

Cases. 

(*) 

o3 

V 

Q 

Cases. 

I 

Deaths.  2 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Bewdiey  thorough 

ti 

i 

10 

5 

J 

1 

E 

i 

a  J 

li 

Bromsgrove  -  - 

9 

12 

1 

13 

10 

4 

3 

] 

6 

lj 

Bromsgrove  North  - 

1 

4 

1 

13 

4 

2 

] 

1 

s 

6 

Droitwich  Borough  - 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

] 

Evesham  Borough  - 

23 

19 

4 

1 

3 

20 

5 

3 

1 

1 

] 

] 

Kidderminster  Borough 

41 

34 

24 

1 

16 

1 

1 

41 

29 

15 

7 

5 

l 

13 

15 

5 

1 

1 

11 

Lye  and  Wollescote  - 

10 

1 

4 

13 

1 

9 

1 

161 

15 

1 

2 

14 

10 

1 

1 

Malvern  —  - 

10 

6 

15 

1 

15 

4 

2 

38 

12 

2 

4 

3 

2 

9 

1 

Oldbury  -  - 

285 

8 

63 

30 

2 

5 

3 

1 

58 

33 

14 

13 

3 

13 

84 

51 

4 

1 

Redditch  -  - 

15 

24 

5 

2 

1 

29 

8 

5 

4 

7 

8 

14 

8 

Stourbridge  Borough  - 

31 

15 

16 

2 

13 

1 

1 

1 

30 

19 

10 

7 

5 

1 

42 

12 

2 

3 

1 

Stourport  - 

5 

- 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

_  i 

Totals  — 

442 

9 

147 

142 

15 

61 

8 

1 

3 

7 

5 

284 : 

142 

57 

43 

23 

i 

l 

32 

156 

127 

22 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Rural 


Bromsgrove  -  - 

30 

6 

1 

8 

7 

1 

e* 

O 

2 

1 

4 

11 

3 

Droitwich  —  — 

12 

4 

10 

1 

8 

1 

1 

16 

18 

2 

3 

2 

6 

1 

Evesham  —  - 

16 

12 

4 

3 

3 

1 

19 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Feckenham  -  - 

10 

10 

7 

1 

7 

l 

1 

12 

3 

3 

1 

A 

1 

Halesowen  -  - 

74 

45 

18 

5 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

36 

16 

15 

6 

7 

64 

46 

Kidderminster  - 

6 

4 

10 

4 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2_ 

Hartley  -  - 

24 

7 

11 

1 

15 

7 

9 

9 

** 

5 

5 

*  li 

1 

Newent  (part)  - 

7 

1 

1 

J 

o 

Pershore  —  - 

62 

61 

14 

2 

6 

1 

19 

8 

4 

5 

3 

1 

1! 

Rock  —  - 

1 

4 

O 

4m 

i 

1 

li 

1 

Shipston-on-Stour  - 

Stow-on-the-Wold  (part) 

6 

4 

2 

Q 

O 

i 

1 

Tenbury  -  - 

6 

2 

8 

5 

3 

j 

1 

1 

Tewkesbury  (part) 

15 

3 

1 

11 

26 

4 

1 

1 

2 

9 

4j 

Upton-on -Severn  - 

Winchcombe  (part)  - 

11 

10 

12 

2 

24 

8 

3 

3 

9 

4— 

4 

I 

Totals 

272 

153 

109 

19 

46 

28 

2 

6 

4 

4 

172 

89 

40 

28 

15 

1 

1 

o 

79 

87 

j 

61 

. 

1  ' 

3  j 

2 

Note. _ No  case  of  Smallpox  or  of  Trench  Fever  was  reported  in  the  County  in  1920. 


(a)  Measles  is  not  now  notifiable  the  former  Order  having  been  rescinded  on  28th  November  1920. 

(b)  The  deaths  refer  to  all  cases  of  Pneumonia,  not  those  which  are  notifiable. 

*  Subsequently  withdrawn. 
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60.  I  have  already  referred  to  several  of  these  notifiable 
diseases,  so  my  comments  upon  them  will  now  be  brief. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


61.  Scarlatina  was  more  prevalent  last  year  (714  cases)  than 
it  was  in  either  1919  (339  cases)  1918  (202  cases)  1917  (169  cases) 
or  1916  (494  cases). 

62.  The  principal  outbreak  last  year  was  in  Oldbury  Urban 
District  (Table  IV,  285  cases  ;  8  deaths). 

63.  The  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Buttery)  reports  that  it  was 
very  prevalent  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  that 
the  disease  was  ”  mostly  of  a  very  mild  type,  in  fact  so  mild 
“  was  it  that  many  of  the  children  affected  were  only  ill  one 
"  day,  and  were  able  to  get  about,  and  went  to  school  ;  and  in 
“  this  way  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  spread.  A  number  of 
“  the  children  were  seen  bv  their  Medical  Attendants,  who  were 
“  unable  to  pronounce  it  Scarlet,  as  the  symptoms  and  signs 
“  were  so  indefinite  or  had  entirely  disappeared,  until  the  des- 
“  quamation  followed,  when  the  disease  was  then  recognised/’ 

64.  Dr.  Buttery’s  statements  represent  generally  the  opinions 
of  all  the  Medical  Officers  who  refer  in  their  reports  to  the  out¬ 
breaks  in  their  districts  last  year. 


Diphtheria. 

65.  Fewer  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  last  year  (251 
cases,  34  deaths)  than  in  any  year  since  1913  (227  cases). 

66.  Table  IV.  shows  that  the  1920  cases  were  generally  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  County  districts.  No  outbreak 

requires  special  reference.  “  Antitoxin  ”  for  the  treatment 
of  the  patients  seems  to  be  generally  supplied  by  the  Sanitary 
Authorities. 


Enteric  Fever. 

67.  It  will  at  once  be  noticed  (Table  IV.)  that  there  were  only 
3  deaths  among  the  36  cases  notified,  and  that  as  previously 
mentioned  26  of  the  latter  occurred  in  the  Upton-on-Severn 
Rural  District. 


16 


Puerperal  Fever. 

68.  11  cases  (9  deaths)  it  will  be  seen  (Table  IV.)  were  reported 
last  year.  Seven  of  these  occurred  in  the  practices  of  Midwives. 
I  do  not  propose  making  further  allusion  to  this  disease  now, 
as  it  will  be  subsequently  referred  to.  (Pages  29-31). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(. Inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  children  under  21  days  old). 

69.  The  etiology  and  prevention  of  this  disease  was  discussed 
in  my  “  Digest  ”  for  1914  (pages  31 — 33). 

70.  Thirty-eight  (38)  cases  (23  in  urban  districts,  and  15  in 

rural  districts)  were  notified  last  year  as  compared  with  31  in 
1919,  34  in  1917  and  1918.  Table  IV.  shows  the  districts  in 
which  the  1920  cases  occurred.  The  number  notified, 
did  not  materially  vary  during  each  of  the  years  1917-20.  35 

of  the  38  cases  last  year  recovered  without  impaired  vision.  1  lost 
the  sight  of  one  eye  ;  1  died  in  hospital  from  other  causes,  and 
slight  opacity  of  an  eye  was  left  in  1  case. 

71.  The  large  number  of  recoveries  was  no  doubt  due  to  the 
fact,  that  immediately  the  disease  was  recognised  the  infants 
were  treated  by  doctors,  assisted  by  nurses. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

(Infantile  paralysis) . 

72.  A  full  account  of  this  obscure  disease  is  given  in  my 
“  Digest  ”  for  1911  (pages  65 — 68),  and  more  extended  observa¬ 
tion  does  not  manifest  any  evidence  that  the  disease  is  associated 
with  insanitary  conditions. 

73.  Table  IV.  shows  that  2  cases  (1  death)  were  notified  in 
1920  (viz.,  1  in  Bewdley  Borough  (1  death)  and  1  in  Kidderminster 
Rural  District)  whereas  there  were  6  in  1919. 

74.  Dr.  Miles  makes  no  reference  in  his  report  to  the  case 
in  Bewdley  Borough. 

75.  Dr.  Addenbrooke  says  of  the  case  in  Kidderminster  Rural 
District  : — 

“  A  girl  of  12  years  whose  progress  was  most  satisfactory.” 


76.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  ask  for  a 
special  report  on  these  cases,  and  to  facilitate  this  they  issue 
a  “  Form  "to  be  filled  up  by  the  Medical  Officer  with  regard 
to  each  case. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

(. Spotted  Fever). 
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77.  An  account  of  this  disease  was  given  in  my  “  Digest  ” 
for  1914  (pages  28 — 30).  Table  IV.  shows  that  only  2  cases 
were  notified  last  year  (1  in  Kidderminster  Borough  and  1  in 
Evesham  Rural  District).  Dr.  Hodgson  Moore  makes  no  comment 
upon  the  case  in  Kidderminster  Borough.  The  patient  in  Evesham 
District  was  5  years  of  age,  and  after  treatment  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  was  discharged  as  “  recovered/'  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  neither  case  was  fatal,  as  the  case  mortality  often 
reaches  70%. 


Measles. 

78.  There  were  35  deaths  from  Measles  in  the  County  during 
1920  (see  Table  II.),  but  as  this  disease  is  not  now  “  notifiable  ” 
the  number  of  cases  which  occurred  is  unknown. 

79.  Forty-three  (43)  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  Measles 
last  year,  and  from  this  it  appears  that  it  was  prevalent  in  parts 
of  sixteen  districts,  viz.,  Bewdley  Borough,  Bromsgrove,  Broms- 
grove  North,  Lye  and  Wollescote,  Malvern,  Redditch,  andStourport 
Urban  Districts  ;  in  Droitwich,  Evesham,  Feckenham,  Kidder¬ 
minster,  Martley,  Newent,  Pershore,  Tenbury,  and  Upton-on- 
Severn  Rural  Districts. 


Malaria. 

80.  Twenty-eight  (28)  cases  were  notified  (Table  IV.)  in 
1920,  as  compared  with  87  in  1919  ;  all  of  which  were  contracted 
abroad  as  the  result  of  the  War.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
notifications  of  Malaria  will  decrease  from  year  to  year,  now  that 
the  War  is  over. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

81.  8  cases  and  6  deaths  were  reported  in  1920,  and  Table  IV. 
shows  that  the  disease  occurred  in  six  districts. 

82.  Dr.  Hodgson  Moore  says  of  the  case  in  the  Kidderminster 
Borough  that  it  : — 

“  Was  brought  to  the  Infirmary  and  lived  six  days.  A  post-mortem 
"  was  made  and  a  Special  Report  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
“  of  Health.” 
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83.  No  copy  of  this  report  was  sent  to  the  County  as  required 
by  Article  XIX.  (16)  of  the  “  Sanitary  Officers  Order  1910. ” 

84.  Dr.  Darby  was  unable  to  trace  the  case  in  Lye  Urban 
District,  the  patient  being  "  a  youth  who  died,”  but  he  quotes 
several  notes  he  made  upon  it. 

85.  Dr.  Sinton  (Stourbridge)  reports  : — 

“  Three  cases  during  the  year,  one  of  which  (a  child  aged  2)  proved 
“  fatal.  The  cases  were  in  no  way  connected  with  each  other, 
“  and  no  trace  of  the  origin  of  them  could  be  discovered.” 


86.  Dr.  Wilkinson  says  : — 

“  That  the  illness  of  the  Droitwich  Rural  patient  began  on  June  20th, 
“  and  that  there  was  complete  recovery.  No  history  of  contact.” 


87.  In  the  Martley  Case,  Dr.  Dykes  reports  : — 

"  One  notification  received,  but  the  case  was  found  out  later  to  be  Septic 
“  Meningitis,  secondary  to  Antrum  Disease 


88.  Dr.  White  states  : — 

“  That  the  patient  in  Rock  Rural  District,  was  a  student  at  a  technical 
“  school  away  from  the  district.  The  case  was  rapidly  fatal,  and 
”  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  house  was  satis- 
*'  factory.” 


89.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  first  made  notifiable  in  1918, 
and  in  view  of  its  serious  nature  and  the  difficulties  attending 
its  treatment  and  prevention,  it  is  most  desirable  that  extended 
enquiries  should  be  made  into  every  case  which  occurs,  particularly 
as  it  has  appeared  in  localities  hitherto  unaffected.  Some  account 
of  this  obscure  disease  was  given  in  my  Digest  for  1918  (page  7), 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  much  additional  etiological  knowledge 
has  been  obtained  since  then. 


90.  Its  incidence  is  heaviest  in  the  LTrban  Districts,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  industrial  places.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
decided  association  between  it  and  sanitary  environment.  Adults 
over  30  are  most  liable  to  an  attack.  The  case  mortality  in 
England  last  year  nearly  reached  50%  and  was  highest  in  children 
under  5.  The  Ministry  of  Health  recently  issued  a  Memorandum 
upon  the  disease  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  Medical 
Officers. 
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Tuberculosis. 

91.  I  need  say  little  on  this  important  question,  because  I 
wrote  at  length  upon  it  in  my  .1919  report,  and  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Gordon  Smith)  which 
is  appended,  deals  with  it  very  fully. 

92.  It  should  be  remembered  that  on  1st  May  1921, 
“  Sanatorium  Benefit  ”  was  transferred  from  Insurance  Commit¬ 
tees  to  County  Councils. 

93.  The  late  President  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  stated  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  death-rates  “  for  the  last  two 
years  were  the  most  encouraging  we  have  had  since  the  inception 
“  of  the  National  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis/’ 

94.  The  Ministry  in  their  Circular  190  (31st  March  1921) 
state  “  that  in  order  to  secure  prompt  notification  it  is  suggested 
“  that  the  Council  should  once  more  circularise  medical  practi- 
“  tioners  practising  in  their  area,  drawing  attention  to  the 
“  importance  of  strict  compliance  with  their  obligations  under 
“  Article  V.  of  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations 

1912,  and  of  their  utilizing  freely  the  services  of  the 
“  Tuberculosis  officers  in  order  that  in  any  doubtful  case,  a 
“  definite  diagnosis  may  be  arrived  at  as  soon  as  possible.” 

95.  In  compliance  with  this  suggestion  I  addressed  a  Circular 
to  that  effect  to  104  General  Practitioners  in  the  County  on 
June  5th  fast. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

96.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations, 
which  came  into  operation  in  July  1917,  free  treatment  under 
conditions  of  secrecy  has  been  provided  for  persons  suffering 
from  Venereal  Diseases,  at  the  following  Centres  : — 

Worcester  Infirmary. 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital. 

Birmingham  General  Hospital. 

Kidderminster  Infirmary. 

Stourbridge  Corbett  Hospital. 

97.  Tables  V  and  VI.  show  the  numbers  of  patients  treated 
at  each  of  these  Clinics  : — 


TABLE  V. 
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Number  of  Worcestershire  persons  known  to  have  had  treatment  at  Institutions  outside  the  County 


This  Table  compares  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  1920,  with  1918  and  1919,  viz. 
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98.  466  patients  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  were  treated 
at  the  Worcestershire  Clinics  in  1920,  as  compared  with  447  in 
1919  and  297  in  1918. 

99.  In  my  1919  “  Digest  ”  (page  47)  I  state  that  “  34.6  per 
“  cent  of  the  cases  discontinued  treatment  while  in  an  infectious 
“  condition,  and  consequently  the  Council  called  the  attention 
“  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  this  undesirable  state  of  things, 
“  and  expressed  the  hope  that  steps  would  be  taken  to  find  a 
“  remedy."  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  this  information 
up-to-date,  but  find  that  reliable  figures  are  unobtainable. 

100.  During  1920  Lectures  were  arranged  for  men  and  women 
at  Kidderminster  and  Malvern.  An  invitation  was  sent  to  the 
other  Local  Venereal  Diseases  Advisory  Committees  at  Droitwich, 
Evesham,  Blackheath,  Lye,  Redditch,  Upton-on-Severn, 
Tenbury,  Worcester  and  Oldbury  to  participate  in  a  series  of 
Lectures,  but  this  invitation  was  not  accepted. 

Anthrax. 

101.  Three  cases  of  Anthrax  in  human  beings  occurred  in  the 
County  last  year,  viz.,  2  in  Kidderminster  Borough  and  1  in 
Kidderminster  Rural  District.  Of  the  Borough  cases  Dr.  Hodgson 
Moore  writes  : — 

“  Three  cases  of  external  Anthrax  occurred  during  the  year,  one  patient 
“  being  a  resident  of  Bewdley  (Wribbenhall),  but  working  in 
“  Kidderminster.  Two  cases  were  treated  in  the  Infirmary, 
Selavos  serum  being  used.  One  case  died.” 

102.  Dr.  Addenbrooke  says  of  the  case  in  the  Kidderminster 
Rural  District  : — 

“  One  case  occurred,  that  of  a  weaver  at  a  local  Firm  who  was  treated 
“  at  the  Infirmary.  The  man  resided  in  Wribbenhall.  The  in¬ 
fection  is  supposed  to  have  been  contracted  whilst  following  his 
"  occupation.  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  well  as  the  Factory 
"  Surgeon  enquired  into  the  case.” 

103.  On  28th  January  1921,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued 
Circular  172  dealing  with  the  recent  occurrence  of  cases  of  Anthrax 
in  man,  including  some  fatal  cases,  in  which  infection  had  been 
traced  to  the  use  of  contaminated  shaving  brushes.  As  instructed 
by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  I  addressed  a 
Memorandum  to  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  County 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  action  (if  any)  he  had  taken  upon  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular 
172  ?  The  Medical  Officers  of  18  of  the  28  Sanitary  Districts, 
subsequently  informed  me  that  they  had  warned  all  retail  chemists 


and  other  dealers  in  shaving  brushes  in  their  districts,  of  the 
danger  of  persons  using  shaving  brushes  infected  with  Anthrax, 
more  particularly  those  made  in  Japan.  4  Medical  Officers, 
viz.,  those  for  Bewdley  Borough,  Bromsgrove,  Bromsgrove 
North  Urban  and  Halesowen  Rural  Districts  took  no  action  in  the 
matter.  There  were  no  dealers  in  shaving  brushes  in  6  rural 
districts,  consequently  no  action  was  necessary. 


Cancer. 

104.  I  have  prepared  a  Table  showing  the  death-rates  from 
Cancer  in  each  Sanitary  District,  but  do  not  publish  it  for  reason^ 
previously  given.  It  is  however  filed  in  my  office. 

105.  There  were  328  deaths  from  "  Cancer  ”  in  the  County 
during  1920,  and  the  death-rate  of  the  County  for  that  year 
(11.2  per  10,000  of  the  population)  was  much  the  same  as  that 
for  the  yearly  average  for  1911-1920  (11.8).  The  1920  death- 
rate  for  the  urban  districts  collectively  was  a  little  higher  than 
the  corresponding  one  for  the  rural  districts. 

106.  Once  more  I  have  to  repeat  (“  Digest  ”  1919  (page  44) 
that  “  unfortunately  the  causation  and  prevention  of  this  terrible 
“  complaint  are  still  unknown.  The  “  Imperial  Cancer  Research 
“  Committee  ”  are  however  still  at  work.” 


Outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning. 


107.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  illness 
due  to  the  consumption  of  contaminated  food,  in  the  County 
last  year.  The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  an  important  Circular 
165  on  January  20th,  1921,  with  regard  to  the  detail  steps  Medical 
Officers  should  take  when  enquiring  into  outbreaks  of  food  poison¬ 
ing,  by  which  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  whenever  he  has  any  reason  to  suspect  that*  any  out¬ 
breaks  of  illness  in  his  district  are  due  to  food  poisoning,  to  notify 
the  Ministry  at  the  earliest  possible  stage. 

108.  It  is  obvious  from  the  Annual  Reports  that  voluntary 
surrender  of  food  suspected  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
by  provision  dealers,  is  much  more  common  than  it  used  to  be, 
which  is  due  to  the  readiness  of  Sanitary  Officers  to  advise  Vendors. 
This  is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. 

109.  The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  in  Worcestershire 
which,  for  so  many  years  past  has  been,  as  a  whole,  so  good, 
has  been  described  in  former  Annual  Reports,  so  that  nothing 
need  be  said  about  it  now. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(A)  Midwives  Acts  1902-1918. 

110.  The  Ministry  of  Health  ask  for  a  statement  to  be  made 
in  this  Report  as  to  the  work  done  last  year  under  these  Acts  ; 
consequently  I  comply  with  that  request. 

111.  During  the  year  1920,  there  were  223  Midwives  practising 
in  the  Administrative  County,  viz.,  92  in  the  12  Urban  Districts 
and  131  in  the  16  Rural  Districts. 

112.  Of  these,  139  (62.4%)  are  “  Trained  ’’  and  84  (37.6%) 
are  “  Untrained/'  In  1909  only  31%  of  the  Midwives  were 
"  Trained." 

113.  The  percentage  of  untrained  Midwives  will  of  course 
continue  to  gradually  decrease,  as  no  untrained  woman  could 
get  her  name  put  on  the  Roll  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
after  the  1st  April  1910  ;  unless  she  either  passed  the  Board’s 
examination,  or  got  special  exemption  from  this  examination 
before  the  30th  September  1910.  Only  4  Worcestershire  Mid¬ 
wives  were  granted  such  exemption  Certificates. 

114.  The  Worcestershire  Midwives  practise  in  one  or  other 
of  the  County  Council  Medical  Divisions,  and  are  inspected  by  the 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  of  those  Districts. 

115.  Every  "  Trained  ”  Midwife  is  visited  at  least  twice  a 
year  or  oftener,  and  the  “  Untrained  ”  ones  more  frequently. 
If  a  Midwife  be  on  our  “  black-list  "  she  is  seen  as  often  as  it 
is  necessary,  to  keep  her  under  close  supervision. 

116.  Inspection  of  the  Worcestershire  Midwives  has  unquestion¬ 
ably  been  thorough.  The  fact  that  the  Medical  Officers  live 
near  to  the  Midwives  under  their  control,  (and  hear  a  good  deal 
about  them  from  the  County  Nurses  with  whom  they  are  in 
frequent  communication),  keeps  the  Medical  Officers  fully  informed 
of  any  shortcoming  (if  in  existence)  on  the  part  of  all  Midwives. 
In  short,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  supervision  of  the 
County  Midwives,  as  at  present  carried  out,  is  much  more  complete 
than  it  would  be,  if  undertaken  by  one  or  two  County  officials 
specially  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
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117.  It  lias  also  been  economical,  as  the  Medical  Officers  usually 
pay  their  surprise  visits  when  doing  other  work  in  the  localities 
where  the  Midwives  live. 

118.  Table  VII.  shows  the  Sanitary  Districts  in  which  the  Mid¬ 
wives  practised,  and  also  the  numbers  of  births  and  still-births 
notified  to  me  by  these  Midwives. 

TABLE  VII. 


Sanitary  Districts 

Estimated 

Population 

in 

1920 

No.  of' 
Mid  wives 
practising 
in  1920 

Numbers  notified 
under 

Notification  of 
Births  Act 

Births 

1920 

Still-Births 
notified  by 
Midwives 
1920 

Urban. 

Bewdley  - 

/ 

2,754 

2 

89 

2 

Bromsgrove  - 

— 

9,397 

4 

302 

11 

North  Bromsgrove 

— 

8,001 

5 

208 

1 

Droitwich  — 

— 

3,987 

3 

100 

5 

Evesham  - 

— 

8,838 

6 

224 

7 

Kidderminster  - 

— 

27,622 

13 

711 

30 

Lye  and  Wollescote 

— 

12,477 

5 

355 

17 

Malvern  - 

— 

14,552 

8 

292 

6 

Oldbury  - 

— 

37,687 

19 

1118 

31 

Redditch  - 

— 

16,683 

13 

403 

19 

Stourbridge  - 

— 

18,013 

11 

449 

14 

Stourport  - 

— 

4,462 

3 

136 

4 

164,473 

92 

4387 

147 

Rural. 

Bromsgrove  - 

— 

17,082 

17 

372 

12 

Droitwich  - 

— 

12,410 

13 

.  208 

6 

Evesham  - 

— 

9,524 

15 

216 

5 

Feckenham  — 

— 

5,261 

5 

98 

4 

Halesowen  — 

— 

27,229 

14 

905 

16 

Kidderminster  — 

— 

7,324 

4 

156 

5 

Martley  - 

— 

11,601 

15 

290 

2 

Newent  - 

— 

1,090 

2 

27 

2 

Pershore  - 

— 

12,795 

15 

324 

6 

Rock  -  - 

— 

2,100 

2 

43 

1 

Shipston-on-Stour 

— 

4,046 

4 

100 

1 

Stow-on-Wold  - 

— 

281 

5 

— 

Tenbury  - 

— 

4,784 

7 

92 

2 

Tewkesbury  — 

— 

2,237 

5 

37 

— 

Upton-on-Severn 

— 

11,717 

13 

255 

7 

Wi  nchcombe  — 

— 

101 

— 

__ 

1 

129,612 

131 

3,128 

70 

Grand  Total 

223 

7,515 

217 
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Scarcity  of  Midwives. 

119.  In  order  to  get  information  as  to  districts  in  which  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  Midwives,  I  asked  each  of  your  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  to  report  to  me  : — 

(1) .  In  what  parish  or  parishes  in  their  medical  division 
they  consider  additional  midwives  are  needed  ? 

(2)  Whether  or  not  they  could  suggest  any  way  in 
which  such  scarcity  could  be  met  ? 

The  reports  are  now  being  received,  and  I  propose  to 
summarise  them,  for  the  consideration  of  the  "  Administrative 
(Health)  Committee  at  an  early  date. 

120.  So  far  as  my  information  goes,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  Mid¬ 
wives  in  several  parts  of  the  County. 


Training  of  Midwives. 

121.  The  scarcity  of  Midwives  places  considerable  responsibility 
upon  the  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Authority  called  upon 
to  administer  the  Midwives  Acts. 

122.  I  explained  last  year,  that  for  years  past,  the  Council 

have  trained  numbers  of  Midwives  by  means  of  Grants  received 
from  the  Higher  Education  Committee,  but  that  the  “  Midwives 
Act  1918  ”  empowered  the  Council  to  do  this  out  of  the  County 
Fund.  The  Council  made  a  Grant  of  £150  for  training  Midwives 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March  1921,  and  £160  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March  1922.  11  women  (all  recommended  by  the 

Lady  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association)  were 
trained  at  Worcester  County  Nursing  Institution.  10  of  these 
passed  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and 
1  is  still  training.  Eight  other  Candidates  have  so  far  (23rd  July 
1921)  been  accepted  for  training  this  year  ;  7  of  these  are  being 
trained  at  the  County  Nursing  Institution,  Worcester,  and  1  at 
the  Tipton  Training  Home.  The  County  Nursing  Association 
require  those  they  train  as  Midwives,  to  also  train  as  Nurses 
for  a  period  of  six  months  after  they  have  completed  the  6 
months  curriculum  required  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
The  Tipton  Training  Home  do  not  make  this  condition.  The 
County  Council  pay  the  County  Nursing  Association  £16  and 
the  Tipton  Training  Home  £20  for  each  woman  trained. 

Grants  ”  of  £20  are  also  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  these  Training  Institutions  for  each  woman  trained. 
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123.  All  the  women  trained  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council 
are  required  to  sign  an  Agreement  that  they  will  practise  in 
some  part  of  Worcestershire  for  3  years,  after  they  have  passed 
the  Board’s  examination. 

Births  attended  by  Midwives. 

124.  I  ascertained  how  many  lying-in  women  each  “  Midwife  ” 
attended  last  year,  and  found  that  the  numbers  were  very  similar 
to  those  for  1919  (“  Digest  ”  for  1919,  p  55). 

125.  The  total  number  of  women  attended  by  Midwives  in 
1920  was  4,631,  i.e.,  61%  of  the  total  births  (7515).  Of  these, 
2,759  were  attended  by  “  Trained  ”  Midwives,  and  1872  by 
“  Untrained  ”  Midwives.  So  it  is  evident,  that  at  present,  large 
numbers  of  lying-in  women  still  employ  “  untrained  ”  women, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  will  continue  as  long  as  the  services 
of  untrained  midwives  are  available.  As  however,  it  will  not 
be  long  before  there  is  no  such  person  as  an  “  Untrained  ”  Midwife, 
the  importance  of  being  on  the  look  out  for  localities  in  which 
there  is  an  insufficient  number  of  Midwives,  is  great. 

126.  In  a  report  I  made  to  you  on  the  18th  November  1916,  I 
showed  that  there  are  very  few  places  in  Worcestershire  where 
a  woman  “  can  make  a  living  ”  by  the  practise  of  Midwifery 
alone,  and  that  the  only  way  (more  particularly  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  County,)  of  meeting  this  difficulty  is,  for  a  District 
Nursing  Association  to  be  formed,  and  to  engage  a  Nurse-Midwife. 

127.  At  the  present  time,  there  are  56  Nursing  Associations 
in  the  County  affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Association, 
and  2  others  unafhliated.  53  of  the  former,  collectively  employ 
60  Nurse-Midwives,  and  each  of  the  latter  employs  one.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  8  new  affiliated  Nursing  Associations  were  formed 
last  year,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  3  others  will  be  started 
in  the  near  future. 

128.  During  the  past  few  months  I  have  had  the  pleasure, 
(in  company  with  Miss  Murphy,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the 
County  Nursing  Association)  to  address  several  parochial  meetings 
convened  to  consider  the  practicability  of  forming  local  Nursing 
Associations,  as  I  believe  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
establish  Nurse  Midwives  in  all  parts  of  the  County. 

County  Council  M aternity  Grants  to  Nursing  Associations. 

129.  The  County  Council  made  “  Grants  ”  last  year  (amounting 
to  4290)  to  14  Nursing  Associations  towards  the  support  of  their 
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Nurse-Mid  wives,  and  additional  payments  (totalling  to  £1,576) 
to  51  Associations  for  the  County  work  their  Nurses  undertake 
in  connection  with  Infant  Welfare,  School  work  and  Tuberculosis 
and  Mentally  Defectives  Visiting. 

130.  The  former  Grants  were  not  made  until  the  Administrative 
(Health  )  Committee  were  satisfied  that  each  Association  was  in 
need  of  pecuniary  assistance. 

Subsidies  to  Midwives. 

131.  The  Council  last  year  also  gave  Grants  of  £10  each  to 
3  Midwives,  who  were  able  to  show  that  they  could  not  earn 
a  living  wage  in  the  localities  in  which  they  were  practising,  un¬ 
less  some  financial  help  was  afforded  them. 

Medical  Aid  Records. 

132.  Copies  of  492  notices  of  Midwives  sending  for  Medical 
Aid,  were  received  last  year  ;  372  of  these  were  from  “  Trained 
Midwives  and  120  by  “  Untrained  ”  Midwives.  The  largest 
number  of  notices  ever  previously  received  in  any  one  year, 
was  354  in  1919.  Last  year  five  Midwives  failed  to  send  these 
notices  to  me,  and  after  your  Medical  Officers  had  enquired 
into  these  omissions,  each  Midwife  was  warned  that  if  she  failed 
in  this  respect  again,  she  would  be  reported  to  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority.  During  the  present  year,  6  Midwives  also  failed 
to  send  these  notices,  and,  as  it  was  apparent  that  this  neglect 
had  led  in  two  cases  to  serious  consequences,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Administrative  (Health)  Committee  (Dr.  Dixey)  held  local 
enquiries,  with  the  result  that  one  of  the  Midwives  was  struck 
off  the  Roll  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  the  other  was 
severely  censured  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

Fees  to  Doctors  called  in  by  Midwives. 

133.  The  Rules  made  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  clearly 
state  in  which  cases  of  Lying-in  women,  and  babies  not  exceeding 
10  days  old,  a  Midwife  "  must  call  to  her  assistance  a  registered 
Medical  Practitioner.”  When  a  Midwife  does  so,  the  County 
Council  are  obliged  to  pay  the  Doctor  a  fee,  on  a  Scale  which  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

134.  During  1920,  £106  Is.  6d.  was  paid  to  Doctors  for 
attendances  on  60  cases.  Special  enquiries  are  made,  when 
a  fee  is  claimed,  whether  or  not  the  Husband  or  Patient  can 
re-pay  the  Council,  the  whole  or  part  of  these  payments.  In 
but  few  instances  could  the  full  fee  be  received.  Indeed  the 
total  sum  repaid  last  year  only  amounted  to  £25  Is.  7cl. 
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Deaths  of  Mothers  from  Puerperal  Fever  and  Parturition. 

Maternity  Homes. 

135.  Three  deaths  of  Mothers  and  two  of  Infants  under  the 
care  of  Midwives  were  reported  last  year. 

136.  Each  case  was  investigated  by  one  or  other  of  your  Medical 
Officers  ;  but  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary  for  the  Committee 
to  take  any  action  for  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  Midwives. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

137.  The  Table  VIII.  gives  the  numbers  of  deaths  of  Lying-in 
women,  and  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
years  1905-1920. 


TABLE  VIII. 


No. 

of 

Years 

Puerperal  Fever 

Deaths  from 
Parturition 
apart  from 
Puerperal 
Fever 

Cases 

notified 

Deaths 

In  practice 
of  Mid  wives 

1905 

23 

11 

21 

1906  - 

29 

11 

29 

1907  - 

24 

10 

21 

1908  - 

18 

8 

27 

1909  - 

19 

8 

1 

28 

1910  - 

15 

5 

2 

41 

1911  - 

12 

6 

— 

20 

1912  - 

9 

4 

2 

21 

1913 

5 

3 

• — 

15 

1914  - 

7 

7 

3 

28 

1915  - 

12 

3 

1 

29 

1916  - 

17 

9 

1 

17 

1917  - 

11 

9 

3 

19 

1918  - 

14 

8 

— 

10 

1919  - 

15 

11 

1 

11 

1920  - 

11 

9 

2 

23 

138.  The  numbers  of  Notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  must 
be  accepted  with  some  reservation,  for  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  they  understate  the  position,  and  that  some  cases  are  un¬ 
recognised,  or  un-notified. 
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139.  Examination  of  this  Table  does  not  show  that ’there  has 
been  any  permanent  decline  in  the  deaths  of  parturient  women 
during  recent  years,  as  was  hoped  would  be  the  case,  but  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  an  increased  mortality  from  child-birth  in 
1920.  During  the  years  1905-20,  there  were  122  deaths  from 
Puerperal  Fever,  and  360  from  “  Parturition  apart  from  Puerperal 
Fever  "  in  the  County.  The  average  number  of  Annual  deaths 
from  the  former  was  7,  and  from  the  latter  22.  Of  the  82  deaths 
from  Puerperal  Fever  during  1909-1920,  only  16  (about  20%) 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  Midwives. 

140.  The  remedy  for  this  regrettable  state  of  things  is  improved 
midwifery,  and  recognition  of  the  fact  that  Puerperal  Fever 
is  almost  always  avoidable.  Sir  George  Newman  (Ministry  of 
Health)  reports  that  in  order  to  provide  facilities  for  improved 
care  of  the  Mother,  four  things  are  necessary  : — 

First,  great  need  for  fuller  education  and  training  of  the 
professional  attendants. 

Secondly  a  supply  of  clean  and  sterilized  dressings,  &c., 
as  at  present  the  safety  of  the  patient  depends  too  largely  on 
the  conscientiousness  of  the  Midwife. 

Thirdly.  More  Maternity  homes  and  hospital  accom¬ 
modation. 

and  Fourthly.  Even  when  Doctors  and  Midwives  are 
persuaded  to  realise  their  responsibility  more  clearly  and  more 
antenatal  centres,  maternity  beds,  &c.,  are  provided  in  something 
approaching  a  sufficient  number,  a  satisfactory  system  of  utilizing 
all  to  the  best  advantage,  will  still  be  necessary. 


Finally,  “  The  whole  question  of  maternal  mortality 
“  requires  full  investigation,  and  this  has  now  been  arranged  for 
“  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Janet  Campbell,  the  Senior  Medical 
“  Officer  of  the  Ministry  in  charge  of  this  Section/' 

141.  The  position  of  the  County  in  connection  with  "  Lying-in 
Hostels  ”  was  given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1919  (pages  59 
and  60,  paragraphs  204-207),  and  I  repeat  “  there  is  still  a  pressing 
“  need  for  a  Lying-in  Hospital  in  the  County  of  Worcester.... but 
“  considering  the  large  expenditure  to  which  the  Council  are 
“  committed  I  do  not  think  it  is  practicable  for  a  rate  supported 
Hostel  to  be  established  just  at  the  present  time." 
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142.  The  reason  for  my  foregoing  remarks  on  Maternal  mortality 
is  to  keep  the  matter  under  your  notice,  so  that  when  the  financial 
position  justifies,  further  efforts  may  be  made,  not  only  to  improve 
the  status  and  knowledge  of  Midwives,  but  also  to  provide  one 
or  more  Lying-in  Hospitals  in  the  County.  Of  the  Lying-in 
Hostel  established  by  a  Voluntary  Society  at  Kidderminster, 
(see  “  Digest  ”  1919,  page  6,  paragraph  206).  Dr.  Hodgson 
Moore  writes  in  his  Annual  Report  for  last  year  : — 

"  There  is  a  Home  for  illegitimate  children  established  in  Hurcott  Road, 
“  carried  on  by  the  Worcester  Diocesan  Society.  Maternity  work 
“  is  carried  on.  Babies  whose  Mothers  go  out  to  work  are  cared 
“  for,  and  widows  or  widowers  children  are  received.  In  a  case 
“  of  a  Mother  going  into  the  Infirmary  or  away  to  a  convalescent 
“  Home  for  treatment,  her  children  can  be  admitted  and  taken 
“  care  of  until  her  return.” 


Still-births. 

143.  Table  IX.  shows  the  Still-births  reported  during 
the  last  six  years  : — 

TABLE  IX. 


1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Notified  by  Midwives  155 
Notified  by  Doctors  and 

145 

142 

142 

145 

217 

parents 

69 

77 

52 

49 

53 

36 

• - - 

— 

— 

- - 

- - - 

- - 

224 

222 

194 

191 

198 

253 

144.  The  Doctors  notihcations  are  received  as  required  by 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

145.  The  Doctors  and  Parents  reported  fewer  Still-births  ” 
in  1920  than  in  either  of  the  five  preceding  years. 

146.  The  Midwives  report  their  cases  as  they  are  required 
by  their  rules,  and  it  is  obvious  that  more  were  reported  last 
year  than  in  any  other  year  on  record. 

147.  But  even  so,  it  is  questionable  if  all  cases  of  “  Still-births  ” 
are  heard  of  ;  although  there  is  no  doubt,  this  information  is 
more  correct  than  it  used  to  be. 

148.  3.3%  of  the  7515  births  notified  in  1920  were  “  still-births  ” 
which  is  the  same  percentage  as  the  corresponding  one  for  England 
and  Wales. 

149.  The  loss  of  life  due  to  still-births  is  further  evidence 
of  the  statement  I  made  in  the  paragraph  on  “  Infant  Mortality  ” 
that  great  efforts  should  be  made  to  induce  Expectant  Mothers 
to  seek  ante-natal  advice,  either  of  their  own  medical  attendants, 
or  at  your  “  Consultation  Centres.” 
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50.  I  have  long  felt  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  make  detail 
medical  enquiries  as  to  “  Still-births  ”  consequently  as  soon  as 
your  Medical  Staff  was  complete,  I  issued  a  Form  of  Inquiry, 
comprising  22  different  “  headings  ”  which  your  Medical  Officers 
fill  up  about  Still-births  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Midwives. 
This  Form  of  Enquiry  has  only  been  in  operation  for  a  few  months, 
so  it  is  premature  to  hazard  any  “  conclusions/' 

(B)  Infant  Welfare  Work. 

151.  As  a  lengthy  description  of  the  County  Infant  Welfare 
Work  was  given  in  my  1919  Annual  Report  (pages  63  and  76) 
I  think  a  brief  account  of  that  carried  out  last  year  will  suffice  on 
this  occasion.  The  County  Council  appointed  their  first  Health 
Visitors  in  1897  ;  and  now  10  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers, 
15  Health  Visitors  (all  wholetime)  and  44  part-time  District 
Nurses,  carry  out  Infant  Welfare  and  other  work  under  my 
supervision.  In  addition  to  these,  Kidderminster  Corporation 
have  their  own  Infant  Welfare  Staff,  and  there  are  active 
“  Voluntary  Agencies  ”  at  Malvern,  Stourbridge,  Evesham, 
Broadway  and  Alvechurch.  A  sixth  “  Voluntary  Agency  ” 
(Barnt  Green)  was  opened  on  22nd  December  1920.  County 
Health  Visitors  interview  and  advise  mothers  at  the  Evesham, 
Broadway,  Alvechurch  and  Barnt  Green  “  Voluntary  Consultation 
Centres  ”  but  otherwise  the  cost  of  these  “  Centres  ”  is  borne 
by  local  Committees. 

152.  Last  year  I  posted  copies  of  the  7515  Notifications  of 
Births  to  the  Health  Visitor  of  the  Districts  in  which  they 
occurred,  the  same  day  that  they  were  received  at  my  Office. 

153.  The  Table  X.  gives  some  idea  of  the  action  the  Health 
Visitors  took  in  connection  with  these  notifications  : — 


TABLE  X. 


No.  of 

Number  of 

Health  Visitors 

“  Notifica¬ 
tions”  sent 
in  1920. 

1st  Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Percentage 

Visited 

County  whole-time  Health 

Visitors  - 

4,733 

4,168 

28,518 

88% 

Association  Nurses 

1,373 

995 

11,819 

72% 

*“  Voluntary  Agencies” 
^Kidderminster  Corpora- 

698 

612 

8,411 

87% 

tion  - 

711 

624 

5,670 

87% 

TotaL 

7,515 

6,399 

54,418 

85% 

*  Information  Supplied  by  courtesy  of  Health  Visitors. 
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154.  It  will  be  seen  that  85%  of  the  births  notified  in  the 
County  last  year  were  under  the  supervision  of  Health  Visitors. 

155.  I  referred  in  my  last  Report  to  the  necessity  for  appointing 
an  additional  Health  Visitor  at  Oldbury  and  another  one  at 
Halesowen  (Annual  Report  1919,  pages  65  and  66,  paragraphs 
225  and  228),  but  owing  to  the  urgent  need  for  economy  I  withdrew 
that  recommendation.  Another  year’s  experience  confirms  the 
great  need  for  these  two  additional  Health  Visitors,  so  I  trust 
that  the  financial  position  will  justify  their  appointment  in  the 
near  future. 

156.  The  Council  last  year  considered  an  application  from  the 
Health  Visitors  for  increases  in  their  salaries,  and  after  ascertaining 
what  was  paid  for  similar  work  in  other  Counties,  decided  to 
raise  each  of  their  Salaries  from  £150  per  annum,  by  increments 
of  £5  for  each  year  of  service  ;  provided  that  no  Salary  was  in 
the  future  to  exceed  £200.  In  addition  to  their  salaries,  the 
Health  Visitors  are  allowed  travelling  expenses,  and  personal 
expenses  when  away  from  home  on  duty. 


Consultation  Centres . 


157.  I  need  scarcely  remind  you  that  “  Consultation  Centres  ” 
are  the  places  where  Nursing  Mothers  (with  their  babies)  and 
expectant  Mothers  periodically  attend  to  receive  advice  of  Health 
Visitors  and  Doctors  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The 
“  Centres  ”  are  opened  once  a  week  under  the  supervision  of 
local  Health  Visitors,  assisted  by  Voluntary  Workers,  and  generally 
speaking  a  doctor  attends  fortnightly. 

158.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  attribute  a  considerable  fall  in  the 
County  infant  mortality  to  the  instruction  the  Mothers  receive 
not  only  by  “  Home  Visits  ”  but  at  the  “  Centres.”  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Mothers  much  value  the  advice  they  receive, 
otherwise  the  attendances  at  the  Centres  would  not  be  so  large 
as  they  are.  A  pleasing  feature  in  connection  with  this  branch 
of  Infant  Welfare  Work  is,  that  the  weekly  attendances  increase 
from  year  to  year.  Indeed  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  Meetings 
augment  interest  in  baby  management,  and  promote  a  friendly 
rivalry  among  the  mothers. 

159.  The  procedure  adopted  at  the  Centres  having  been  des¬ 
cribed  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  need  not  be  repeated  now. 


TABLES  XI.  AND  XII.  GIVE  THE  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  ATTENDANCES  OF  NURSING  AND  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AT  THE  20  CONSULTATION  CENTRES  IN  WORCESTERSHIRE  DURING  12  MONTHS  ENDED  JUNE  30th,  1921. 
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Kidderminster 

Corporation. 

Since 

April,  1919. 

St.  John’s 

O  M  O  lO  CO  CD 

cDcohddacomdioioS  d  oo  o  o  >o  C 

-<(N(MNcOCO(MHH(MN(M  <M<M<MCOCOCC 

Since 

Jan.  1916. 
Prospect  Lane 

CDO<MO<M<MOOCOCD<MOO  <MICOO<0<M 

<— lOOOOCDoiOTticDoioiO  lO  O  lO  lO  CO  ■— < 

OfflOOOCSOOOOCOcOCD®  ©  o  CO  ®  o  o 

H 

Newtown. 

Malvern  Voluntary  Agency. 

Opened 
16th  Feb. 
1916. 

<MIOOOCOOOCDM<M<M  CD  >00000”*; 

o’  O  ©  M  CO  o’  CO  M  CD  OS  id  O  O*  00  id  rii  M  CS 

MMCOMM— <MMMMCOM  rfi  M  M  CO  CO  M 

Malvern  Barnard’s 

Link.  Green 

Opened 
22nd  Feb. 
1916. 

COMMOCOCDOiOCOOGOlO  M  M  O  >0  lO  M 

<— 'TtHOOTjHlOOOOOOOGOOOlOlO  O  O  i— <  CO  o  L 

MM— 1>— ir- tr-ii— imMM  MMMMMCO 

Opened 
10th  Feb. 
1916. 

OOiOMOiOMMiOO^MCD  O  O  CO  M  O  O 

tH  CD  OS  05  O  CS  CO  CD  M*  Os  >-i  O  O  h  CO  O  O 

MMMhhhcOMCOMCON  CO  I— <  M  M  M  <M 

Stour¬ 

bridge 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Opened 
12th  Jan. 
1916. 

MMt^MOMOMMMOO  OMOOcDM 

>0>0<MMoii— (CDOt^oOGOiL  CD  — h  GO  O  OS  tH 

COOQOCOCOCOOIOOOOO  CD  O  lO  O  CO  OC 

Evesham 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Opened 

9  th  March 
1917. 

GOOOIOMMOMtJOMO  M  O  O  ^  O  M 

i—1  OS  CD  CD  CO  00  05  OC  m  O  2  r)i  b  rt<  00  H  Tj<  C 

<o  o  >o  >o  >o  o 

r— H 

CJ 

* 

Barnt 

Green 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Opened 
22nd  Dec. 
1920. 

tEco  co  CD  rd  tH 

* 

Alvechurch 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Opened 
12th  Feb. 
1918. 

looiooiomioiooioioo  >o>oiooioo 

dcOUOlONNHHHCicicO  O  id  Tii  id 

* 

Broadway 

Voluntary 

Agency 

r- 1 

O  -4-> 

o 

C® 

.OiOOO  OiOOiOOO 

r-H  r— 1  r-H  H  -H  r-H  r-H  CJ  r-H  r-H 

1920. 
January 

February  ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July  . 

August  ... 
September 

October  ... 

November 

December 

1921. 

J  anuary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

J  une 

*These  Centres  are  only  opened  once  a  fortnight. 
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160.  The  10  "  Centres  ”  mentioned  in  Table  XT.  are  maintained 
by  the  County  Council.  Of  the  10  named  in  Table  XII.  2  are 
maintained  by  the  Kidderminster  Corporation,  and  8  by  the 
“  Voluntary  Agencies  ”  named.  These  Tables  show  that  the 
weekly  attendances  have  been  remarkably  good,  and  in  connection 
with  the  smaller  numbers  at  Broadway,  Alvechurch  and  Barnt 
Green,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  are  sparsely  populated 
localities.  The  Rubery  Centre  (Table  XI.),  was  closed  in  August 
1920,  as  the  attendances  were  so  small,  in  spite  of  great  efforts 
to  get  more  Mothers  to  attend.  Rubery  is  a  village  quite  close 
to  a  boundary  of  Birmingham  Borough,  but  endeavours  are 
again  being  made  to  persuade  more  Mothers  to  promise  to  attend, 
and  if  a  sufficient  number  will  do  so,  I  advise  that  this  Centre 
be  re-opencd.  The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  the 
division  in  which  each  centre  is  established,  visits  it  at  least 
once  every  three  months  in  order  not  only  to  see  that  the  Health 
Visitor  in  charge  is  doing  her  work,  (including  “  Home  Visiting 
and  efficient  compilation  of  the  records  ”)  properly,  but  also 
to  give  any  advice  upon  administrative  details,  which  may  be 
necessary. 

161.  The  “  Centres  ”  established  by  “  Voluntary  Agencies  ” 
are  also  visited  twice  a  year,  provided  the  respective  Committees 
agree. 


162.  The  Assistant  Medical  Officers  report  to  me  upon  these 
Consultation  Centres,  as  well  as  the  work  of  each  Health  Visitor 
in  the  County,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  30th  June  and  31st 
December  in  each  year.  These  reports  for  the  first  half  of  the 
present  year  are  very  satisfactory,  and  show  how  well  your  Health 
Visitors  are  doing  their  work.  As  was  to  be  expected,  some 
suggestions  are  made  for  improving  the  methods  of  a  few  Health 
Visitors. 


163.  I  requested  your  Medical  Officers  to  point  out  to  all  Health 
Visitors,  that  arrangements  should  if  possible  be  made  for  all 
babies  under  one  year  of  age  to  be  weighed  undressed,  (as  accurate 
details  cannot  otherwise  be  obtained)  provided  of  course,  that 
the  room  in  which  the  babies  are  weighed  is  thoroughly  warm 
and  no  unnecessary  delay  occurs  in  placing  the  babies  upon  the 
scales  after  they  are  "  stripped.” 

164.  At  one  time  many  mothers  objected  to  their  babies  being 
weighed,  and  especially  when  undressed,  but  this  prejudice  has 
gradually  died  out,  and  I  only  know  of  one  locality  in  which 
it  still  exists. 
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Expectant  M others. 

165.  I  have  reported  more  than  once  that  there  is  much 
difficulty  in  discovering  Expectant  Mothers,  and  consequently 

ante-natal  "  advice  ca.nnot  be  given  by  your  Medical  Officers 
and  Health  Visitors  as  generally  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  especially 
as  the  large  numbers  of  premature  births  and  still-births  which 
occur,  are  so  often  due  to  preventable  causes.  The  advisability 
of  making  strenous  efforts  to  discover  Expectant  Mothers  has 
been  the  subject  of  special  instructions  to  your  Officials. 

166.  175  Expectant  Mothers  were  under  observation  at  the 
close  of  last  year,  and  since  then  many  more  have  been  added 
to  the  visiting  lists. 

167.  Expectant  Mothers  who  intend  to  employ  Midwives 
for  their  confinements  do  not  as  a  rule  “  register  "  with  the  Mid¬ 
wives  as  early  as  they  might,  otherwise  those  Midwives  who 
have  the  requisite  knowledge,  could  themselves  give  ante-natal 
advice  ;  consequently  I  have  invited  the  Midwives  to  co-operate 
with  the  County  Infant  Welfare  Staff  with  regard  to  this  ante¬ 
natal  treatment. 

Opinions  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  upon 
County  Infant  Welfare  Work. 

168.  I  usually  quote  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  Annual 
Reports  verbatim,  but  I  regret  I  cannot  do  so  this  year,  for  the 
reason  given  in  the  commencement  of  this  report.  Doctors 
Kidd  (Bromsgrove),  Darby,  (Lye),  Buttery,  (Oldbury),  Stevenson, 
(Redditch),  refer  to  this  question  at  some  length  in  their  reports, 
and  speak  highly  of  the  beneficial  results  which  have  accrued. 

169.  Dr.  Mitchell  describes  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Malvern 
“  Voluntary  "  Agency,  and  Dr.  Hodgson  Moore  that  by  Kidder¬ 
minster  Corporation,  which  statements  show  that  excellent 
results  have  been  obtained  in  Malvern  and  Kidderminster. 

Competitive  Examinations  of  Nursing  Mothers. 

170.  The  "  Association  of  Infant  Welfare  and  Maternity 
Centres  "  recently  held  a  examination  of  Nursing  Mothers  in 
attendance  at  Consultation  Centres,  and  “  papers  "  were  set 
upon  “  Mother-craft  "  “  The  diet  of  infants  of  2  years/'  “  Sewing 
new  garments,"  “  Knitted  Garments,"  “  Renovating  Garments," 
“  Baby’s  baskets,"  “  Home  Nursing,"  etc.  Candidates  for 
these  examinations  were  presented  from  the  undermentioned 
“  Centres  "  with  the  results  shown  : — 
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Malvern 

Halesowen 

Cradley 

Blackheath. 


Obtained  2  Honors,  2  first-class  and  1  second- 
class  certificate. 

Obtained  3  Honors,  4  first-class  and  3  second- 
class  certificates. 


Milk. 


171.  On  31st  March,  1921,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  an 
Order  cancelling  the  “  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1919  ” 
and  required  that  “  Local  Authorities  must  in  future  obtain 
“  the  sanction  of  the  Minister  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
“  Welfare  Act  1918,  to  Schemes  for  the  supply  of  Milk  to  Expectant 
“  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  under  5  years  of  age.” 

172.  This  question  was  considered  by  the  Council,  who  decided 
that  in  the  present  circumstances  they  did  not  feel  justified 
in  applying  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval  to  a  Scheme 
for  supplying  milk  in  any  part  of  the  County. 

173.  “  Dried  Milk  ”  is  however  sold  at  the  various  "  Con¬ 
sultation  Centres  ”  to  those  Mothers  who  will  pay  for  it  at  cost 
price,  but  not  otherwise. 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act. 

174.  As  stated  in  my  last  report  the  only  Boards  of  Guardians 
who  accepted  the  County  Council’s  suggestion,  (made  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health),  that  County  Health  Visitors 
should  carry  out  the  visitation  of  Infants  required  under  this 
Act,  were  Bromsgrove,  Newent,  and  Stratford-on-Avon,  for 
the  Worcestershire  portions  of  their  districts. 

175.  Therefore  in  these  districts  only  are  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  Act,  carried  out  by  your  Health  Visitors,  who  report 
to  the  Guardians  as  they  are  required  to  do. 

176.  I  recently  received  a  visit  from  two  Officials  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  as  to  the  extension  of  this  Scheme,  and  it  remains 
to  be  seen  to  what  extent  they  will  be  able  to  influence  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  who  declined  to  accept  the  County  Council’s  proposal. 

Sanitation. 


177.  The  year  1920  was  uneventful  as  regards  the  commence¬ 
ment  or  completion  of  any  Sanitary  Schemes  of  magnitude  ; 
not  because  they  were  unnecessary,  but  owing  to  the  present 
financial  strain,  and  the  high  prices  for  labour  and  materials. 
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178.  Routine  sanitary  inspections  however,  were  made  as 
usual,  but  abolition  of  many  insanitary  conditions  was  also 
hampered  by  expensive  labour  and  materials. 

179.  The  following  remarks  are  mainly  based  upon  statements 
contained  in  the  reports,  and  are  necessarily  abbreviated. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river  Severn,  as  it  was  when  I 
reported  to  the  Council  on  April  25th,  1895. 

Dr.  Miles  says,  “  its  volume  is  so  small,  that  no  serious  pollution 
is  produced." 


Bromsgrove  North  Urban. 

The  question  of  sewering  Catshill,  (see  C.M.O.  report,  August  29th, 
1891),  was  recently  raised  when  the  new  cottages  were  building. 
Cost,  however,  is  at  present  the  obstacle,  and  Dr.  Kidd  is  of 
opinion  that  while  this  matter  should  not  indefinitely  be  put 
aside,  it  may  be  postponed  until  the  present  extravagant 
prices  are  lessened. 


Evesham  Borough. 

A  scheme  for  improving  the  sewage  works  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  ^2,000  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry,  and  will  shortly 
be  commenced. 


Kidderminster  Borough. 

A  loan  of  ^5,200  for  sewering  Foley  Park  district  was  recently 
“  sanctioned  ’’  and  tenders  for  the  work  are  being  obtained. 

Malvern  Urban. 

A  septic  tank  and  filter  beds,  estimated  to  cost  ^2,100  are  being 
put  down  at  West  Malvern  Sewage  Farm. 

Bromsgrove  Rural. 

A  Scheme  for  sewering  Wythall  has  been  prepared,  but  Dr.  Coaker 
says  only  part  of  it  requires  to  be  carried  out  at  present. 

Droitwich  Rural. 

Hill  End  has  now  been  sewered  at  a  cost  of  ^45,  the  sewage  being 
discharged  into  Droitwich  Borough  Sewers.  Drains  for  surface 
water  have  also  been  laid  at  a  cost  of  ^28  15s.  Od.  This  work 
has  long  been  much  needed. 
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Evesham  Rural. 

A  length  of  sewer  was  laid  at  Bretforton  in  such  a  way  as  to  form 
part  of  a  sewerage  Scheme  (prepared  several  years  back)  if 
and  when  that  Scheme  is  carried  out. 

The  sewage  irrigation  land  at  Broadway  was  again  neglected,  so 
the  tenant  was  required  to  do  what  was  necessary  and 
“  cautioned.” 

F eckenham  Rural. 

Complaints  of  the  admittedly  bad  sewerage  at  Crabbs  Cross  were 
again  made,  but  nothing  permanently  effective  has  been  done 
on  account  of  the  large  expenditure  involved.  The  County 
Council  are  powerless  to  take  action  as  they  made  a  “  represen¬ 
tation  ”  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1909  that  the 
District  Council  was  “  in  default  ”  ;  and  although  the  Board 
after  local  enquiries,  agreed  with  the  County  Council,  they 
have  allowed  the  question  to  slide. 

Pershore  Rural. 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Pershore  is  as  it  was  (if  anything  t  worse) 
when  I  reported  in  November  1893.  The  sewers  are  very 
shallow  (in  places  but  9  inches  deep)  and  are  laid  of  “  horse¬ 
shoe  ”  tiles,  bricks  or  old  socket  pipes.  Last  year  some  of 
them  became  blocked,  and  others  fell  in,  which  are  ordinary 
occurrences. 

A  new  sewerage  scheme  cannot  be  laid  until  water- works  are  available  : 
and  there  seems  no  probability  of  the  latter  in  the  near  future. 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural. 

New  sewers,  pumping  plant,  &c.,  for  the  town  of  Shipston,  were 
put  down  nearly  six  years  back,  but  no  house-drains  are  con¬ 
nected  with  these  sewers. 

The  County  Council  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  this,  the  Ministry  replied  (25th  July  1921)  that 
“  they  consider  that  such  work  should  be  put  in  hand  as  soon 
”  as  practicable.” 

Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Shipston  Council  to  consider 
defective  sewers  at  Draycott  (Blockley  Parish)  and  the  sewage 
outfall  at  Armscote  (Tredington).  When  Dr.  Findlay’s  report 
was  written,  nothing  had  been  done  in  these  matters,  “  owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials.” 

Tewkesbury  Rural. 

The  sewage  outfall  works  at  Bredon,  Conderton,  and  Overbury 
are  reported  by  Dr.  Elder  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Mr.  Shorland  (Sanitary  Inspector)  says  some  trouble  arose 
at  the  Overbury  Works,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  storm 
water  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  ;  this  however,  was  overcome 
by  providing  a  new  9-inch  storm-overflow  drain. 
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Upton-on-Severn  Rural. 

Dr.  Cowley,  Dr.  Davidson’s  predecessor,  mentioned  in  the  last 
report  he  presented  (1919)  that  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Guarl- 
ford  and  Madresfield,  for  which  plans  have  been  prepared, 
was  then  in  abeyance. 

Dr.  Davidson  makes  no  allusion  to  this  in  his  1920  report,  or  indeed 
to  any  other  sewerage  question. 

Water-supply. 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

Alvechurch.  The  District  Council  have  asked  the  East  Worcester¬ 
shire  Water  Works  Company  to  prepare  an  Agreement  for 
supplying  water  in  bulk. 

Belbroughton.  The  District  Council  have  postponed  for  a  short 
time  an  application  to  the  Stourbridge  Water  Company  to 
extend  their  mains  to  Belbroughton  in  order  to  enable  the 
owners  of  contaminated  wells  to  try  the  effect  of  puddling 
them. 

Droitwich  Rural  District. 

Crowle.  Dr.  Wilkinson  states  that  the  water  supply  of  Crowle 
is  “  under  consideration,”  and  that  an  Inspector  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  visited  the  Village  a  short  time  back,  but 
his  report  will  not  be  given  until  all  the  details  he  requires, 
are  sent. 

Evesham  Rural  District. 

The  District  is  exceptionally  well  supplied  with  Water-works. 

Norton  and  Lenchwic-k.  As  20  cottages  are  now  being  built  it  is 
obvious  that  something  will  have  to  be  done  to  augment  the 
water  supply  ;  consequently  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
Atkinson),  is  preparing  a  special  report  on  the  subject. 

Feckenham  Rural  District. 

Feckenham  Village.  Special  attention  was  called  to  the  polluted 
state  of  the  wells  in  Feckenham  in  my  last  Digest  (page  87), 
and  it  was  mentioned  that  two  Engineers  were  asked  to  submit 
schemes.  Beyond  this,  nothing  has  been  done,  in  spite  of 
the  Ministry  having  addressed  several  letters  to  the  District 
Council  urging  them  to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

Wribbenhall,  Dowles,  Trimpley.  A  number  of  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  water  mains  at  Wribbenhall,  and  samples 
of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  from  wells  at  Dowles,  Trimpley, 
and  Wribbenhall. 

Cookley  and  Wolverley.  The  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  their  reports  for  1919  urged  that  immediate  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  water  supplies  for  Cookley  and  Wolverley, 
as  these  places  were  seriously  in  need  of  wholesome  water 
supplies,  (Digest  1919,  page  87). 
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A  “  Special  Report”  they  made  on  the  subject  confirms  this  opinion. 
It  now  appears  that  the  matter  has  been  discussed  by  the 
Council,  but  bearing  in  mind  the  state  of  the  labour  market, 
it  has  been  decided  to  postpone  the  matter  for  the  time  being. 

The  Sanitary  Officers  believe  that  the  Council  are  not  unmindful 
of  the  serious  state  of  these  water  supplies,  and  express  the 
hope  that  when  conditions  become  more  normal,  a  scheme 
may  be  undertaken. 

Pershore  Rural  District. 

Pershore.  I  have  made  such  numerous  special  reports  on  the  water 
supply  of  the  town  of  Pershore  and  the  villages  in  that  District 
(without  at  present  any  practical  result)  that  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  repeat  what  I  then  said. 

The  present  position  is  very  much  as  it  was  when  I  reported  upon 
it  in  August  1909  (see  Digest  1919,  pages  87  and  88). 

I  expected  there  would  be  considerable  scarcity  of  water  in  the 
Pershore  District  during  the  recent  dry  weather,  so  at  the 
end  of  July  I  asked  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Jacques)  to 
make  me  a  report  upon  the  matter,  and  he  writes  me  (24th 
August  1921)  that  “  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  water  in  almost 
"  every  parish  of  the  District,  the  worst  places  being  Pershore, 
“  Pinvin,  Pirton,  Bishampton,  and  Naunton  Beauchamp.” 
The  first  village  to  feel  the  scarcity  was  Pinvin,  where  he  had 
to  cart  water  from  Pershore  for  domestic  purposes.  He  did 
the  same  thing  for  many  houses  in  High  Street,  the  Holloway, 
and  the  Newlands  (Pershore  Town),  and  supplied  30  people 
from  his  own  well,  daily.  The  water  he  had  to  cart  was  pumped 
from  the  River  Avon,  and  is  not  fit  for  drinking  purposes, 
but  it  was  supposed  not  to  be  used  for  potable  purposes. 

This  experience  shows  the  lamentable  state  of  the  water  supply 
of  some  parts  of  the  Pershore  District. 


S  hip  ston-on- Stour  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Findlay  says  there  is  still  the  same  trouble  in  connection  with 
the  Shipston  Water  supply  owing  to  the  underground  leakages 
from  the  service  pipes.  The  sub-soil  corrodes  the  service 
pipes  but  not  the  mains. 


U pton-on- Severn  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Davidson  says  the  Scheme  for  a  new  water  supply  for  the  Town 
of  Upton  is  still  in  abeyance.  Negotiations  are  (as  stated 
in  my  1919  Digest  (page  88))  being  proceeded  with  for  a  supply 
of  water  for  Upper  Guarlford. 

Housing. 

180.  Many  of  the  Annual  Reports  contain  references  to  the 
necessity  for  building  more  cottages,  but  as  the  Ministry  of  Health 
quite  recently  abruptly  “  hung  up  ”  this  matter,  it  would  be 
waste  of  labour  for  me  to  quote  what  the  Medical  Officers  wrote 
at  the  end  of  1920.  I  think  however,  it  is  worth  while  for  me 
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to  state  what  was  being  done,  and  contemplated,  when  the 
Ministry  stopped  their  Housing  Schemes. 

181.  In  June  last,  I  asked  the  Clerks  of  all  Sanitary  Authorities 
in  the  County,  if  they  would  let  me  have  a  return  similar  to  that 
they  favoured  me  with  in  1919,  and  all  of  them  courteously 
did  so.  The  following  Table  gives  the  information  I  asked  for  : — 

Weekly 

No.  of  Houses  No.  of  Houses  Rents 

Name  built  since  now  in  course  exclusive 

1st  Augr.  1919  of  erection  of  rates 


Urban. 

|  Bewdley  -  - 

Bromsgrove  -  - 

Bromsgrove  North  - 

Droitwich  -  - 

Evesham  -  - 

Kidderminster  -  - 

Lye 

Malvern  -  - 

Oldbury  -  - 

Redditch  -  - 

Stourbridge  -  - 

Stourport  - 

Total  - 

Rural. 

Bromsgrove  -  - 

Droitwich  -  - 

Evesham  -  - 

Feckenham  -  - 

Halesowen  -  - 

f  Kidderminster  -  - 

Mar  tie  y  -  - 

|  Newent  -  - 

Pershore  -  - 

Rock  -  - 

Shipston-on-Stour  - 

Stow-on-Wold  - 

Tenbury  -  - 

Tewkesbury  -  - 

Upton-on-Severn  - 

■f  Winchcombe  -  - 

Total 


30 

— 

10/- 

32 

34 

9/-  to  12/6 

8 

4 

8/- 

52 

— 

7/9  to  8/- 

36 

48 

10/-  to  15/- 

10 

— 

8/- 

6 

94 

9/-  to  11/6 

96 

104 

not  settled 

68 

74 

10/-  to  12/6 

53 

57 

8/-  to  12/6 

6 

21 

10/-  to  12/6 

397 

436 

18 

162 

10/-  to  12/6 

— 

12 

not  settled 

48 

80 

5/3  to  9/11 

— 

38 

not  settled 

38 

66 

10/6  to  12/6 

30 

38 

6/-  to  7/6 

8 

60 

10/- 

— 

8 

not  settled 

4 

24 

6/6 

8 

14 

7/6 

8 

12 

12/-  to  15/- 

—  • 

16 

not  fixed 

37 

145 

6/6  to  10/- 

199 

675 

Grand  Total  596  1111 

f  Nil.  - - 
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182.  From  this  you  will  see  that  596  cottages  have  been  built 
since  August  1st  1919,  and  that  1,111  others  were  in  course  of 
erection  in  June  last.  When  the  latter  are  completed,  it  would 
appear  that  state  aided  cottages  will  cease  to  be  erected.  Much 
however,  as  cottages  are  still  needed,  I  fear  very  few  new  ones 
will  be  built  in  the  near  future  ;  for  at  the  present  time  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  private  enterprise  to  supply  cottages  at  economic 
rents. 

183.  The  above  Table  also  shows  the  rents  the  District  Councils 
had  fixed  for  their  rate-aided  cottages. 

Scavenging. 

184.  Removal  of  house-refuse  seems  to  be  carried  out  by  all 
the  Urban  and  several  of  the  Rural  Authorities,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  Sanitary  Officials  ;  as  its  efficiency, 
or  otherwise,  has  marked  influence  on  Public  Health. 

Bromsgrove  Urban . 

Dr.  Kidd  says  if  more  privies  were  converted  to  W.Cs.  this  work 
would  be  much  lessened. 

Evesham  Borough. 

.  The  town  refuse... which  is  devoid  of  faecal  matter,  is  regularly 
collected  once  or  twice  a  week,  and  the  work  is  well  done. 

The  refuse  is  deposited  at  a  “  tip  ”  of  which  justifiable  complaint 
has  been  made. 

I  agree  with  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  (Mr.  Abbott)  suggestion  that 
“  the  provision  of  a  Refuse  Destructor  should  be  a  matter  for 
"  consideration  at  some  future  date.” 


Kidderminster  Borough. 

The  removal  of  house-refuse  is  under  the  control  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  the  collection  is  weekly,  except  in  a  few  out¬ 
lying  places  when  it  is  fortnightly. 

The  refuse  is  deposited  on  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Borough.  Portable  receptacles  have  been  substituted  for 
375  ashpits  during  the  past  10  years. 

Malvern  Urban. 

A  weekly  collection  from  houses  is  undertaken  and  the  refuse  is 
taken  to  the  ”  Destructor  ”  at  the  Electricity  Works. 

There  are  scarcely  any  privies  or  closets  on  the  conservancy  method. 
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Oldbury  Urban. 

Refuse  collection  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  “  by  direct 
labour  and  with  beneficial  results." 


Redditch  Urban. 

Regret  is  expressed  that  the  “  Destructor  "  is  no  longer  in  existence. 


Stourbridge  Borough. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  Corporation  men,  and  the  refuse  des¬ 
troyed  at  the  “  Destructor  ”  erected  in  1904. 

Stourport  Urban. 


Ashbins  are  emptied  weekly,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
labour  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  carry  it  out  with 
pre-war  regularity. 


Bromsgrove  Rural. 


Dr.  Coaker  says  the  parish  of  Hagley  is  the  only  one  regularly 
scavenged,  but  the  removal  of  house-refuse  from  other  populous 
parts  might  with  advantage  be  undertaken. 

Evesham  Rural. 


Mr.  Atkinson  (Sanitary  Inspector)  reports  that  “No  further  steps 
“  were  taken  as  to  the  removal  of  house-refuse  at  Great  and 
“  Little  Hampton.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  tip,  therefore 
“  the  only  alternative  is  to  provide  a  small  refuse  destructor. 
“  A  detail  report  will  be  made  at  no  distant  date.  The  present 
“  conditions  are  most  unsatisfactory." 

I  recommended  the  Authority  to  consider  the  advisability  of  purchasing 
one  or  more  of  the  “  Destructors  "  made  at  the  “  Atlas  Works  " 
Pershore,  as  their  cost  is  only  about  /50  and  they  are  well 
adapted  for  villages. 

Feckenham  Rural. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Vawser)  says  that  Astwood  Bank, 
Hunt  End,  and  Feckenham  are  regularly  scavenged. 

Halesowen  Rural. 

At  the  present  time,  Cradley  is  the  only  place  of  this  district  scavenged 
“  by  contract  "  as  in  the  other  parts,  the  District  Council 
employ  their  own  men  for  this  work.  The  latter  plan  is  far 
preferable  to  the  former. 
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Kidderminster  Rural. 

The  scavenging  scheme  for  Wribbenhall  continues  (it  is  said)  to 
work  satisfactorily.  In  October  1920  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  made  a  special  report  as 
to  the  advisability  of  a  Scheme  for  Cookley  and  Wolverley. 
This  work  was  to  be  commenced  on  4th  April  1921.  Suitable 
“  tips  "  have  been  obtained. 

Pershore  Rural. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  details  of  the  scavenging  scheme 
for  the  town  of  Pershore. 

The  great  difficulty  has  been  the  disposal  of  the  refuse.  The  Council 
purchased  three  of  the  “  Horsfal  1  Destructors  ”  made  at  the 
“  Atlas  Works  ”  for  ^126,  but  as  no  “  tip”  could  be  obtained 
for  a  long  time,  these  “  destructors  ”  could  not  be  used. 

During  an  inspection  I  made  of  Pershore  Town  last  spring,  I  found 
the  scavenging  so  very  bad  that  I  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Parish  Council  (who  supervises  the  work)  on  30th  March 
1921  about  it.  Since  then  a  suitable  “  tip  ”  has  been  obtained 
and  the  “  destructors  ”  set  up,  which  has  enabled  the  work 
to  be  better  done,  and  the  refuse  satisfactorily  disposed  of, 
at  comparatively  small  cost. 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural. 

For  several  years  the  Council  have  been  trying  to  find  a  ”  tip  ”  and 
recently  procured  a  suitable  one.  A  contractor  for  doing  the 
work  was  selected,  and  when  everything  was  fixed  up,  the 
owner  of  the  land  declined  to  enter  into  an  agreement,  so  the 
Council  are  on  the  look  out  for  another  place. 


U pton-on- Severn  Rural. 

Dr.  Davidson  says  a  scavenging  scheme  is  needed  by  the  town  of 
Upton-on-Severn. 

Faecal  Closets. 

185.  Considerable  improvement  of  the  excrement  disposal 
was  made  during  the  year,  and  in  localities  where  sewers  and 
water-works  are  in  existence,  I  am  glad  to  say,  the  conversion 
of  “  pails  ”  and  “  privies  ”  to  W.Cs.  proceeds  apace,  and  no 
doubt  as  building  conditions  become  normal  the  rate  of  increase 
will  even  be  greater.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors’  reports  show 
that  373  such  conversions  were  carried  out  in  the  Urban  Districts 
and  140  in  the  Rural  during  1920.  Of  the  former,  221  occurred  in 
Oldbury  District,  where  for  so  many  years  past,  the  District  Coun¬ 
cil  have  been  active  in  this  matter,  and  done  so  much  to  eradicate 
preventable  disease.  The  Lye  Inspector  reports  79  such  con¬ 
versions,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  mentions  that  privy 
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middens  are  “  being  done  away  with  as  fast  as  possible/'  Special 
attention  is  said  to  be  given  to  this  subject  in  Redditch,  for 
whereas  1,197  “  Pails"  were  in  existence  in  1912,  at  the  end  of 
1920  there  were  but  567. 

186.  Halesowen  Rural  District  is  well  supplied  with  sewers 
and  water-mains,  and  although  103  privies  were  converted 
to  W.Cs.  during  the  year,  Dr.  Brett  Young  reports  that 
there  are  still  approximately  1,700  of  them  left  because 
“  since  1914  the  work  of  privy  conversion  has  to  a  great 
“  extent  been  held  up."  In  some  Urban  Districts  few 
“  conversions  "  are  reported,  because  W.Cs.  are  the  ordinary 
form  of  excrement  disposal  ;  notably  this  is  the  case  in  Evesham 
Stourbridge  and  Kidderminster  Boroughs,  and  Malvern  and 
Stourport  Urban  Districts. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

187.  Many  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  assert  that  the  state 
of  large  numbers  of  Cowsheds  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

188.  In  my  opinion,  although  the  milk  trade  is  now  usually 
conducted  on  more  hygienic  lines  than  it  formerly  was,  still  a 
good  deal  more  will  have  to  be  done,  before  really  “  clean  milk  " 
is  generally  available  for  the  public.  In  June  1915,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  War,  Parliament  passed  an  Act  postponing  the 
operation  of  the  “  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  1914  "  and  “  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order  1913  to  a  date  not  later  than  one  year  after  the 
official  termination  of  War.  As  the  “  official  termination  of 
War  "  is  now  fixed  for  September  1st  1921,  and  this  Act  and 
Order  would  undoubtedly  have  stimulated  much  needed  activity 
with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  milk  supplies,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  during  the  coming  year,  the  Government  will  take  steps 
to  amend  this  legislation,  and  make  it  operative. 

Slaughter-houses. 

(which  include  Knackers  Yards). 

189.  The  Annual  Returns  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  show 
that  at  the  end  of  1920,  there  were  121  “  registered  "  and  93 
“  licensed  "  slaughter-houses  in  the  Administrative  County. 
“  Registered  "  slaughter-houses  are  those  which  were  in  exis¬ 
tence  before  the  passing  of  the  special  Act  in  1875  and  have 
continued  ever  since.  Other  butchers  are  obliged  to  obtain 
“  licenses  "  before  they  can  commence  business. 
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190.  Owners  of  "  registered  ”  slaughter-houses  have  certain 
"  rights  ”  which  hinder  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  administration 
of  their  Byelaws. 

191.  Any  person  convicted  of  a  breach  of  the  local  Byelaws 
is  liable  to  have  his  “  license  ”  suspended,  or  it  may  be  absolutely 
revoked. 

192.  It  is  often  difficult  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  see  that 
slaughter-houses  are  free  from  nuisances,  and  particularly  the 
“  registered  ”  ones  which  frequently  are  placed  in  undesirable 
positions,  and  too  near  dwellings.  This  difficulty  is  very  often 
not  appreciated  by  those  who  live  near  slaughter-houses. 

Knackers’  Yards. 

193.  The  definition  of  a  “  slaughter-house  ”  (Public  Health 
Act  1875  Section  4)  includes  “  knackers  yards  ”  and  premises 
used  for  slaughtering  cattle,  horses  or  animals  of  any  description, 
and  local  Byelaws  applicable  to  slaughter-houses,  also  apply 
to  knackers  yards.  There  are,  so  far  as  my  information  goes , 
only  3  knackers  yards  in  the  Administrative  County,  viz.,  1  at 
Oldbury,  1  at  Astwood  Bank  (Feckenham  Rural)  and  1  at  Lower 
Moor  (Pershore  Rural). 

194.  Oldbury  knackers  yard,  a  large  one  which  has  existed 
for  many  years  past,  is  favourably  reported  upon  by  the  local 
Sanitary  Officials,  and  from  what  I  myself  have  seen,  no  doubt 
this  business  is  conducted  without  causing  nuisance  to  anyone. 
The  Astwood  Bank  yard  is  a  branch  of  that  at  Oldbury,  and 
carcases  are  removed  by  motor  lorry  from  Astwood  Bank  to 
Oldbury  every  two  or  three  days.  Apparently  there  have  been 
some  complaints  of  the  Astwood  Bank  yard  now  and  again, 
but  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  periodically  visits  it,  considers 
them  to  have  been  unjustifiable. 

195.  The  knackers  yard  at  Lower  Moor  has  been  the  cause 
of  many  justifiable  complaints,  especially  when  the  Proprietor 
uses  his  “  boilers/’ 

196.  This  man  was  summoned  at  Pershore  Court  of  Petty 
Sessions  on  2nd  November  1920,  and  ordered,  not  only  to  abate 
the  nuisance  but  incurred  a  penalty  of  £5.  On  August  15th  last, 
I  received  another  complaint,  and  consequently  inspected  the 
yard  the  same  day,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  It  was  then 
in  a  most  untidy  state,  and  partially  hidden  under  the  boundary 
hedge  were  some  cart  loads  of  putrefying  entrails  and  other 
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garbage.  I  suggested  to  the  Pershore  Council  that  this  state 
of  things  was  a  contravention  of  the  Pershore  Council's 
slaughter-house  Byelaws  (No.  14),  which  reads  : — "  Every 
occupier  of  a  slaughter-house  shall  cause  the  hide  or  skin,  fat 
and  offal  of  every  animal  slaughtered  on  the  premises  to  be 
removed  there  from  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  completion 
of  the  slaughtering  of  such  animal.”  But  the  Clerk  of  that  Council 
advised  that  no  action  could  be  taken  under  this  byelaw  because 
their  Licence  to  use  this  Knacker's  Yard  applied  only  to  the  “  North 
end  of  (the)  existing  corrugated  iron  shed  ”  and  not  to  the  premises 
outside  “  the  shed  "  where  the  entrails  were.  He  also  advised  that 
action  could  only  be  taken  under  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1875,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  a  “  nuisance  "  existed.  I  have 
never  before  known  any  instance  in  which  a  Slaughter  House  “Lic¬ 
ence  ”  was  confined  to  the  building  in  which  the  actual  slaughtering 
took  place,  and  did  not  include  the  yard  immediately  adjoining 
such  building.  I  have  mentioned  these  details  because  I  trust  that 
should  the  Pershore  Council  renew  this  “  Licence  ”  they  may  word 
it  so  as  not  only  to  include  the  “  corrugated  iron  building  "  above 
mentioned,  but  also  the  yard  which  really  forms  part  of  the  Slaugh¬ 
ter  House. 

197.  Some  years  ago,  I  supported  “  proceedings  ”  taken  against 
this  horse-slaughterer  by  the  Droitwich  Rural  Council,  when 
he  had  a  business  at  Crowle  ;  the  outcome  of  which  was  that  he 
was  convicted  and  fined. 

198.  Knackers  yards,  of  course,  are  necessary  trades,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  conducted  without 
causing  nuisance. 

199.  If  therefore  the  Lower  Moor  knackers  yard  is  not  conducted 
in  a  better  way  in  future  than  it  now  often  is,  I  think  the  Pershore 
Council  should  refuse  to  renew  the  licence  for  it.  The  proper 
conduct  of  this  yard  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Proprietor 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  made  to  understand  that  he  will  not  be 
allowed  to  cause  nuisance  to  so  many  people  in  Lower  Moor. 

Hop-Pickers. 

200.  Hop-growing,  as  is  well-known,  is  largely  carried  out  in 
the  Martley  and  Tenbury  Districts,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  in 
Pershore  and  Upton-on-Severn  Districts.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  Martley,  (Mr.  Inskip),  Tenbury,  (Mr.  Jarvis)  Pershore,  (Mr. 
Jacques)  and  Upton  (Mr.  Price)  sent  reports  for  1920.  Mr. 
Inskip's  report  (signed  also  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Dykes)  gives  details  of  the  accommodation  for  hop-pickers  he  is 
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called  upon  to  inspect.  The  number  of  “  Foreign  ”  pickers  em¬ 
ployed  in  Martley  District  was  approximately  3,800  and  in 
Tenbury  District  1,100  on  23  farms,  the  latter  being  a  great 
reduction  of  the  number  employed  in  former  years.  No  complaints 
of  the  accommodation  for  the  pickers  was  made  in  Martley 
District,  and  only  two  in  the  Tenbury  District,  which  defects  were 
immediately  removed. 

201.  Separation  of  the  sexes  is  arranged  for.  The  Cooking 
sheds  and  privies  are  said  to  be  satisfactory,  and  better  attention 
is  given  to  the  cleansing  of  “  yards  ”  and  collection  of  refuse. 
No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  “  notified  ”  in  either  district. 

202.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  water-supplies  in  either  of 
these  districts,  but  I  know  that  this  is  a  matter  to  which  the 
Inspectors  always  give  special  attention. 

203.  The  number  of  “  Foreign  ”  hop-pickers  employed  in 
Pershore  District  is  small,  but  Mr.  Jacques  reports  that  he  has 
inspected  all  the  “  barracks  ”  in  that  District.  He  found  them  to 
be  satisfactory,  and  a  water-supply  is  available. 

204.  Mr.  Price  reports  that  there  are  11  hop  growers  in  Upton 
District,  and  that  537  “  foreign  ”  pickers  were  employed  last  year. 
He  makes  suggestions  for  improving  the  sleeping  accommodation 
of  a  few  of  these. 


Burial  Ground. 


Rock  Rural. 

Dr.  White  writes  : — “  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
“  I  inspected  and  reported  on  the  Burial  Ground  at  Far  Forest, 
“  as  a  result  of  an  application  to  close  it  by  the  Churchwardens, 
“  on  account  of  the  lack  of  room  for  further  graves.  I  arrived 
“  at  the  conclusion  that  a  new  Burial  Ground  was  urgently 
“  needed.” 


Canal  Boats. 

205.  There  are  only  a  few  Canals  in  Worcestershire,  the  chief 
ones  being  in  the  North  of  the  County  ;  consequently  canal-boat 
inspection  devolves  upon  few  of  the  Inspectors. 

Kidderminster  Borough 


Mr.  Cowderoy  says  : — the  traffic  has  been  very  little  ”  and  that 
he  has  always  found  the  boat  people  readily  conform  to  the 
“  Regulations.” 
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Kidderminster  Rural. 

Mr.  Llewellyn  says  he  examined  8fi  boats,  and  that  contraventions 
of  the  "Regulations  were  found  in  13  instances. 

Oldbury  Urban. 

206.  The  greater  number  of  canal  boats  seem  to  trade  in  this 
district,  and  are  under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  Inspector. 

207.  Thirty  were  visited  by  Mr.  Davis  last  year,  and  he  reports 
that  “  the  condition  of  the  boats,  also  the  cleanliness  of  the 
“  occupants  show  a  marked  improvement.” 

208.  “  In  only  five  instances  were  the  “  Regulations  ”  con-- 
“  travened.  The  masters  at  all  times  being  willing  to  carry  out 
“  any  suggestions  made  for  their  welfare.” 

Annual  Reports  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

209.  Most  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  County  are  “  whole¬ 
time  ”  men,  and  those  who  are,  will  come  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Act  1921,  to  which  allusion  is  made 
on  page  2,  paragraph  7  of  this  report. 

210.  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  long  asked  for  security  of  tenure, 
on  the  ground  that  such  security  would  strengthen  their  position, 
when  called  upon  to  deal  with  insanitary  conditions  on  premises 
owned  by  influential  persons,  and  more  particularly  by  Members 
of  their  own  Sanitary  Authority. 

211.  Unlike  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  under  no  obligation  to  forward  copies  of  their  Annual  Reports 
to  the  County  Council,  but  for  many  years  past  they  have  done 
so  at  my  request,  and  used  a  “  form  ”  for  tabulating  the  results, 
which  I  prepared. 

212.  As  usual  every  Sanitary  Inspector  sent  a  copy  of  his 
report  for  1920,  and  many  of  them  made  either  numerous 
“  remarks  ”  in  the  “  forms  ”  they  used,  or  wrote  full  reports. 
It  is  with  great  regret  that  this  year  (for  the  first  time)  I  cannot 
publish  the  Table  embodying  details  of  the  large  amount  of 
Sanitary  work  the  Inspectors  carried  out  in  1920,  because  the 
cost  of  printing  is  prohibitive.  I  have  however,  prepared  this 
Table  as  usual,  and  carefully  considered  it  before  filing  it  in  my 
office.  The  conclusion  I  have  arrived  at,  is  that  the  Inspectors 
ought  to  be  commended  for  the  good  sanitary  work  they  did 
last  year,  often  under  difficulty.  It  seems  to  have  been  the 
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general  experience  that  many  desirable  improvements  could 
not  be  carried  out  owing  to  shortage  of  labour.  Insanitary 
conditions  however,  which  needed  urgent  abolition,  were  dealt 
with,  even  though  delayed. 

213.  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  several  Inspectors  report  they 
were  able  to  get  many  sanitary  improvements  made  without 
recourse  to  “  Statutory  Notices/'  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for 
I  have  always  held  that  an  efficient  and  tactful  Inspector  ought 
as  a  rule,  to  be  able  to  get  necessary  work  done,  without  “  Notices  ” 
if  he  possesses  “  an  iron  hand  in  a  velvet  glove." 

214.  Mr.  Kent  (Stourbridge)  mentions  two  interesting  cases 
in  which  “  appeals  "  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  against  “  closing 
orders "  were  made  by  Stourbridge  Corporation.  In 
one  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  was  deferred  to  enable  the  owner 
of  the  property  to  put  the  houses  in  habitable  repair,  and  in  the 
other,  the  Ministry  decided  to  confirm  the  Corporation's  decision. 

/ 

215.  Once  more  I  must  express  regret  that  space  does  not  allow 
me  to  summarize  the  Inspectors’  Annual  Reports  in  a  manner 
they  deserve. 

216.  I  cannot  however  close  this  “  Digest  "  without  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Evesham  Rural  Council  entrusted 
their  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Atkinson)  with  the  responsibility 
of  designing,  “  laying-out  "  and  supervising  the  erection  of  214 
state  aided  cottages  in  their  district,  and  that  the  Tenbury  Rural 
Council  employed  their  Inspector  (Mr.  Jarvis)  to  survey  14  different 
sites  and  prepare  plans,  specifications  and  obtain  “  tenders  " 
for  24  such  cottages. 

217.  The  way  in  which  these  Inspectors  have  carried  this 
out  is  beyond  praise  and  they  certainly  should  be  congratulated 
upon  successfully  accomplishing  work  which  is  outside  the 
ordinary  duty  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairmen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer. 


County  Public  Health  Offices, 

29,  Foregate  Street, 
Worcester. 

August  1921. 
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APPENDIX. 

WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Tuberculosis  and  Sanatorium  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 .  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  working  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Scheme  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

2.  During  the  earlier  months  of  1920,  the  Scheme  was  carried  out  on 
the  lines  already  reported.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  distribution 
of  the  work  into  ten  districts  took  place  owing  to  the  adoption  of  an  Amal¬ 
gamation  Scheme,  under  which  each  district  has  its  own  Medical  Officer 
who  carries  out  school  inspection  etc.,  besides  his  tuberculosis  work.  In 
this  way  it  is  possible  to  get  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  patients  and 
their  surroundings,  and  also  better  co-ordination  between  the  various  branches 
of  Public  Health  work. 
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3.  In  considering  the  Distribution  of  the  Notifications  in  various  districts 
it  occurs  to  me  that  the  rate  does  not  properly  indicate  the  true  comparative 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  but  depends  very  largely  on  the  varying  conceptions 
of  medical  men  as  to  what  cases  are  notifiable.  In  a  large  proportion  the 
diagnosis  is  unmistakable  but  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  border  line 
cases — chiefly  amongst  children,  which  some  doctors  notify  straight  away 
on  the  probability  in  order  to  stimulate  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  parents, 
while  other  doctors  prefer  to  wait  and  keep  the  case  under  observation  rather 
than  attach  a  Tubercle  label  which  may  do  harm  later  on. 

4.  I  feel  that  a  statement  on  notiliability  of  cases  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  would  be  of  great  assistance. 

5.  It  is  because  of  this  difficulty,  that  I  have  made  use  of  a  separate 
group  for  suspicious  cases. 

6.  District  distribution  of  all  Cases  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary). 


TABLE  II. 


District. 

Total  cases 
notified 
1920 

Population. 

1920 

Notification 
Rate  per 
thousand  of 
the  popula¬ 
tion.  1920 

Bewdley  Borough  - 

— 

12 

2754 

4.4 

Bromsgrove  Urban  — 

— 

18 

9397 

1.9 

,,  North  Urban 

— 

15 

8001 

1.9 

Droitwich  Borough  — 

— 

11 

3987 

2.8 

Evesham  Borough  - 

— 

23 

8838 

2.6 

Kidderminster  Borough 

— 

59 

27622 

2.1 

Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban 

— 

18 

12477 

1.4 

Malvern  Urban  - 

— 

41 

14552 

2.8 

Oldbury  Urban  — 

— 

71 

37687 

1.9 

Redditch  Urban  - 

— 

33 

16683 

2.0 

Stourbridge  Borough 

— 

42 

18013 

2.3 

Stourport  Urban  - 

— 

7 

4462 

1.6 

Bromsgrove  Rural  — 

— 

4 

17082 

0.2 

Droitwich  Rural  — 

— 

14 

12410 

1.1 

Evesham  Rural  — 

— 

20 

9524 

2.1 

Feckenham  Rural  — 

— 

15 

5261 

2.8 

Halesowen  Rural 

— 

49 

27229 

1.8 

Kidderminster  Rural 

— 

3 

7324 

0.4 

Martley  Rural  - 

— 

22 

11601 

1.9 

Newent  (part)  Rural 

— 

1 

1090 

0.9 

Pershore  Rural  - 

— 

23 

12795 

1.8 

Rock  Rural  - 

— 

4 

2100 

1.9 

Shipston-on-Stour  — 
Stow-on-the-Wold  (part) 

1 

4046 

0.2 

Rural  — 

— 

— 

281 

— 

Tenbury  Rural  - 

— 

8 

4784 

1  7 

Tewkesbury  (part)  Rural 

— 

2 

2237 

0.9 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural 

— 

21 

11747 

1.8 

Winchcombe  (part)  Rural 

— 

— 

101 

— 

537 

294085 

1.83 

Rate  for  the  whole  country  (England  and  Wales)  I  95  per  thousand 

of  the  Population. 


4 


■ 


TABLE  III. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1916-20,  and  the  death-rates  :■ 


District. 


Urban. 

Bewdley  Borough 
Bromsgrove  - 
North  Bromsgrove 
Droitwich  Borough 
Evesham  Borough 
Kidderminster  — 
Lye  and  Wollescote 
Malvern  -  - 

Oldbury  -  - 

Redditch  -  - 

Stourbridge  - 
Stourport  -  — 


Totals  or  Rates 


Rural. 

Bromsgrove  - 
Droitwich  — 

Evesham  —  — 

Feckenham  - 
Halesowen  - 
Kidderminster  — 
Hartley  -  - 

Newent  —  — 

Pershore  - 

Rock  -  ~ 

Shipston-on-Stour 
Stow-on-Wold  — 
Tenbury  -  - 

Tewkesbury  — 
Upton-on-Severn 
Winchcombe  - 


Totals 


Grand  Totals 


Popu¬ 

lation. 


2,754 

9,397 

8,001 

3,987 

8,838 

27,622 

12,477 

14,552 

37,687 

16,683 

18,013 

4,462 


164,473 


17,082 

12,410 

9,524 

5,261 

27,229 

7,324 

11,601 

1,090 

12,382 

2,100 

4,046 

281 

4,784 

2,237 

11,747 

101 


129,199 

293,672 


1916 


5 

7 


21 

25 

31 

27 

62 

40 

29 

13 


260 


7 

18 

15 
9 

38 

9 

22 

16 

3 
1 

4 
25 


167 


No.  of  Cases  reported  1916-1920. 


1917 


2 

13 
9 

14 
25 
31 
27 
21 
45 
44 
39 

3 


273 


13 

17 

21 

4 

34 

4 

10 

16 

2 

1 

11 

1 

13 

1 


148 


1918 


4 
11 
12 

9 

21 

25 

20 

16 

57 

31 

55 

5 


266 


12 

23 

17 

16 

47 

16 

28 

26 

1 

13 

5 

29 


233 


1919 


1 

15 

10 

4 

24 

51 

31 

37 

57 

29 

34 

8 


301 


9 

14 
24 

7 
34 

8 

1 

15 

3 

4 

7 

6 

32 


161 


1920 


10 

13 

13 

10 

20 

41 

16 

38 

58 

29 

30 
6 


284 


8 

17 

19 

12 

36 

7 

15 

1 

19 

4 

2 

8 
1 

24 


173 


No.  of 
Deaths 
1920 


5 

10 

4 
1 

5 
29 
15 
12 
33 

8 

19 

1 


142 


7 

18 

6 

3 

16 

4 

7 

8 
2 
3 


5 


2 

8 


89 


1920 


1-8 

L0 

•5 

•2 

•6 

10 


1 


•2 
•8 
•9 
•5 
10 
*2 


■9 


1*4 

•6 

•6 

•6 

5 

•6 

•6 

10 

•7 

10 

•9 

•7 


Death-rates  per  1 ,000  of 
Population  for 


1919 


IT 

10 

10 

10 

IT 

10 

•8 

PI 

'7 

•7 

•9 

1-7 


■9 


•  i 

1*2 

•6 

1*2 

*6 

*8 

1*9 


*2 

1*4 


*8 


Average 
Years 
11915-1919 


1 

8 

7 

i 

4 
IT 
9 
0 

8 
1*0 

0 


10 


•6 

•8 

*7 

•9 

*9 

*8 

*9 

1*3 

*9 

*9 

*5 

*7 

*8 

*8 

IT 


*S 


Average 

Years 

1910-1914 


This  Table  refers  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only  and  is  based  on  the  figures  supplied  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


8 

7 

7 

5 
9 
9 
7 

6 

7 

8 
9 
8 


1 


6 

6 

7 

8 

7 

5 

8 

6 
6 

7 


*6 
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7.  Below  is  given  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  last 
six  years,  together  with  the  total  number  of  deaths  returned  in  each  year  : — 


1915 

— 

— 

661  notifications 

275  deaths 

1916 

— 

— 

562 

9  ) 

307  „ 

1917 

— 

— 

671 

9  9 

315  „ 

1918 

— 

— 

815 

9  9 

365  „ 

1919 

— 

— 

657 

9  ) 

320  „ 

1920 

— 

— 

537 

9  9 

302  „ 

8.  A  certain  number  of  undoubted  cases  still  escape  notification  as 
shown  by  the  fact  that  61  of  the  302  deaths  recorded  from  Tuberculosis 
had  not  been  previously  notified. 


Sanatoria. 


The  following  beds  are  now  reserved  : — 

Knightwick  Sanatorium  -  54  beds  (33  males 

21 

females) 

Hill  Top  Tuberculosis  Pavilion, 
Bromsgrove  - 

-  18  „ 

9  „ 

9 

.»> 

Hayley  Green  Tuberculosis 
Pavilion,  Halesowen 

o 

CM 

1 

8  „ 

12 

9  ) 

92  „ 

50  ,, 

42 

) 

10.  At  times  we  could  have  made  good  use  of  some  extra  beds,  but  taking 
the  year  all  through,  the  accommodation  was  found  to  be  sufficient.  Apart 
from  some  indefinite  cases  in  children  j  patients  do  not  as  a  rule  remain  on 
the  waiting  list  longer  than  2  or  3  weeks. 

11.  In  order  to  be  sure  of  always  admitting  new  cases  immediately  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  surplus  number  of  beds  to  the  usual  requirements 
of  the  County. 


Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

12.  During  1920,  17  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  treated 
in  8  Institutions  other  than  the  County  Sanatoria. 


Shelters. 

13.  There  are  now  41  shelters  in  use.  Infectious  cases  where  there 
are  children  in  the  home  are  given  preference,  and  it  is  felt  that  patients 
who  have  received  Sanatorium  treatment  are  much  more  likely  to  use  the 
shelter  properly  than  those  who  have  had  no  sanatorium  experience,  but 
the  merits  of  each  case  are  carefully  considered. 

14.  The  Shelters  in  use  are  periodically  visited  and  reported  on  by  the 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Nurses. 

15.  The  cost  of  transfer  of  these  shelters  has  been  found  to  be  very  heavy. 
Three  lighter  shelters  have  recently  been  purchased  in  the  hope  of  reducing 
this  expenditure. 


Contact  Examination. 

16.  The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  have  been  instructed  to  examine 
contacts  of  cases — especially  of  the  infectious  ones— as  far  as  possible,  but 
this  work  was  not  undertaken  to  any  great  extent  in  1920. 
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17.  If  suspicious  cases  are  found  on  examination,  they  are  asked  to  attend 
periodically  at  the  local  Dispensary  for  observation  purposes. 


Dispensary  Work. 


18.  The  Dispensaries  are  now  held  as  under  : — 


District. 

Addresses 

Officer 

Day  and  lime. 

Bromsgrove 

-  Technical  School, 

Dr.  B.  W.  Housman 

Thursday 

Evesham 

New  Road 

-  Briar  Close  - 

Dr.  G.  E.  Harthan 

3  p.m. 
Tuesday 

Halesowen 

-  14  Laurel  Lane  - 

Dr.  W.  H.  Gordon 

10  a.m. 
Wednesday 

Kidderminster 

-  19,  Lion  Street  - 

Dr.  G.  J.  Eady 

5  p.m. 

—  Thursday 

Malvern 

-  Barnards  Green 

Dr.  M.  H.  Williams 

2  p.m. 
Friday 

Oldbury 

Lodge 

-  25,  Church  Street 

Dr.  C.  W.  Sharpley 

5  p.m. 
Friday 

Pershore 

-  Cottage  Hospital 

Dr.  M.  Clover 

6  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd 

Redditch 

—  Elm  Road  — 

Dr.  C.  Sims 

Tuesday  in 
month.  2  p.m., 
-  Thursday 

Stourbridge 

-  Dispensary  - 

Dr.  K.  Hanby 

5  p.m. 

-  Monday 

Upton-on- Severn 

—  New  Street 

Dr.  M.  Clover 

6.30  p.m. 

-  1st  Friday 

Warley 

—  Warley  Abbey  - 

Dr.  C.  W.  Sharpley 

in  month 

3  p.m. 
Friday 

Worcester 

-  *29  Foregate  St.  - 

Dr.  W.  Parker 

3.30  p.m. 

--  Wednesday 

♦Opened  29th  June  1921. 

19.  Each  Dispensary  is  visited  by  me  at  intervals. 

3  p.m. 

Nurses  Visits. 

20.  Every  case  coming  under  our  supervision  is  placed  on  a  Nurse’s  list. 
Each  patient  is  visited  by  the  nurse  and  a  monthly  report  furnished  to  the 
Office. 

21.  The  total  number  of  reports  received  was  7623,  of  this  number  1130 
referred  to  230  ex-service  patients. 


22.  At  a  quarterly  review  of  cases  in  each  District  the  visiting  of  those 
who  arc  found  to  have  no  active  disease  is  cut  down  to  less  frequent  intervals 
before  being  finally  struck  off,  and  in  every  case  an  instruction  is  given  to 
the  patient  to  report  at  once  if  not  so  well. 


Extra ;  Nourishment. 

23.  Extra  food  was  available  during  the  year  1920,  for  Insured  persons 
out  of  a  special  Surplus  Fund  and  for  Service  Pensioners  through  the 
Pensions  Committee. 
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24.  54  Insured  persons  and  23  Pensioners  were  in  receipt  of  these 

allowances.  The  After  Care  Fund  of  the  Worcestershire  Association  for 
the  Prevention  of  Consumption  also  supplied  extra  food  to  37  cases.  This 
voluntary  fund  is  now  practically  exhausted. 


Dental. 

25.  Four  Tuberculous  Pensioners  have  received  Dental  Treatment  under 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions  Scheme.  Very  few  Civilian  patients  have  accepted 
such  treatment  under  the  County  Council  Scheme.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  Extractions  and  Conservative  Treatment  only  for  the  removal  of  sepsis 
are  provided  and  as  the  removal  of  sepsis  generally  necessitates  a  wholesale 
extraction,  it  should  be  followed  by  replacement  with  artificial  dentures. 
This  can  only  be  done  at  the  patients’  own  expense  and  they  usually  elect 
to  have  nothing  done. 


Results  of  Treatment. 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  last  Report  - 
Number  of  these  who  died  58 

„  ,,  ,,  „  left  county  78 


1613 

136 


Old  cases  continuing  on  books,  1st  January  1920  -  -  1477 

Number  of  new  cases  during  1920  -  -  400 


1877 

Found  to  be  non-tuberculous  -  -  -  14 


Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  this  Report  -  -  1863 


TABLE  IV. 

Condition  on  31  December  1920  of  all  cases  in  whom  Tubercle  Bacilli  have  been  found. 
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Summary . 

26.  On  the  31st  December,  1920,  the  conditions  of  the  1863  cases  were 
as  under  : — 

86  were  in  Institutions. 

906  were  at  full  work  or  school. 

88  were  at  part-time  work  or  school. 

330  were  not  at  work  or  school. 

168  had  died  during  the  year. 

134  had  left  the  county. 

151  were  struck  off  as  having  no  active  disease. 


1863 


(Signed)  H.  Gordon  Smith, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H., 

Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Public  Health  Department, 

29,  Foregate  Street, 

Worcester. 


July ,  1921. 


